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t h e p r e v i o u s u n i t , I p r e s e n t e d two t h e s e s w h i c h t a k e n
g i v e t h e s k e l e t a l o u t l i n e of a n e o - L o c k e a n t h e o r y of

T h e fi r s t , w h i c h i n c o r p o r a t e s t h e b a s i c c o n t e n t i o n
s e m a n t i c s w as t h i s :

l i n g u i s t i c t y p e g c u r r e n t in s p e e c h
ns t h a t p i f f m e m b e r s of c o m m u n i t y C
en s of t h e t y p e 5 to c o m m u n ic a t e t h e

c o m m u n i t y C
s t a n d a r d l y u s e
t h o u g h t t h a t p.

nd t h e s i s p r o f f e r e d an a n a l y s i s of , t h e p i v o t a l c o n c e p t
u n i c a t i n g a t h o u g h t " :

a k e r S u s e s t o k e n 5 to c o m m u n i c a t e t h e t h o u g h t t h a t
ff S u t t e r s 5 i n t e n d i n g t h e r e b y to p r o d u c e in h i s
i e n c e t h e b e l i e f t h a t p ( o r p e r h a p s : i n t e n d i n g t h e r e b y
p r o d u c e in h i s a u d i e n c e at l e a s t t h e b e l i e f t h a t h e ,
b e l i e v e s t h a t p ) .

of t h i s u n i t is to b e g i n t h e t a s k of r e fi n i n g t h e s e
c r u d e v e r s i o n s i n t o a mor e d e f e n s i b l e n e o - L o c k e a n p a i r
i r a t i o n w i l l be t h e wo r k of P a u l G r i c e , a n d in p a r t i ~
e s e m i n a l p a p e r ' M e a n i n g ' ( fi r s t p u b l i s h e d 1 9 5 7 ) . As
n b eco m e o n l y t o o a p p a r e n t , G r i c e ' s o r i g i n a l p a p e r h a s

an enormous s e c o n d a r y l i t e r a t u r e , a n d we w i l l h a v e to
l o t of t i m e in s u b s e q u e n t u n i t s c o n s i d e r i n g v a r i o u s

r e v i s i o n s , e x t e n s i o n s a n d o b j e c t i o n s to G r i c e ' s w o r k .
t, h o w e v e r , w i l l r e m a i n p r e t t y c l o s e to b e i n g b a s i c
on of G r i c e ' s o r i g i n a l p o s i t i o n . In so f a r as we do

a n u m b er of i n i t i a l o b j e c t i o n s , t h i s w i l l be in o r d e r
en up o u r a p p r e c i a t i o n of t h e c o n t e n t a n d f o r c e of
p o s i t i o n , a n d to p o i n t to some d e v e l o p m e n t s t h a t a r e
n e e d e d to a u g m e n t t h e o r i g i n a l p o s i t i o n b u t do n o t
e i t .

o r e i n t r o d u c i n g G r i c e , f o u r comments. F i r s t l y , it i s .
ly c r u c i a l to k e e p s e p e r a t e t h e q u e s t i o n of t h e v i a b i l
or some r e fi n e d r e p l a c e m e n t , f r o m t h e q u e s t i o n of t h e
s of ( C) , or some i m p r o v e d v e r s i o n of ( C ) .

Q'
.L

i s s u e a b o u t (A) is w h e t h e r we c a n g i v e an a c c o u n t of
l i n g u i s t i c e x p r e s s i o n s h a v e m o a n i n g in t e rm s of w h a t

do w i t h t h o s e e x p r e s s i o n s , a n d if so w h e t h e r t h e
t h i n g s p e a k e r s do w i t h l i n g u i s t i c t o k e n s is u s e t h e m
u n i c a t i o n . T h e i s s u e a b o u t ( C) is w h e t h e r i t , or i t s
i n e d s u c c e s s o r s , g i v e an a d e q u a t e a n a l y s i s of t h e
of c o m m u n i c a t i o n . O ne c o u l d a c c e p t , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e
r e v i s i o n of ( C ) , w h i l e r e j e c t i n g t h e a t t e m p t to u s e it
g ramme of a g e n t s e m a n t i c s . C o n v e r s e l y , o n e could
some su c c e s so r of (A) w h i l e r e j e c t i n g G r i c e ‘ s v e r s i o n

So we m us t t r y to k e e p as s e p e r a t e as p o s s i b l e o u r
o n s of t h e programme of a g e n t s e m a n t i c s a n d t h e q u i t e

G r i c e a n a n a l y s i s of c o m m u n i c a t i o n . _
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_ S e c o n d l y , we w i l l s e e in a moment t h a t G r i c e
v e r s i o n s of (A) a n d (C) d o e s n o t u s e t h e n o t i o n of
c a t i n g t h e t h o u g h t t h a t p" as t h e l i n k i n g c o n c e p t .
s p e a k s s i m p l y of an a g e n t " m e a n i n g t h a t p" by w h a t
He p r e s e n t s t h e r e f o r e an a n a l y s i s of c o m m u n i c a t i o n

in h i s
" communi~

R a t h e r he
he u t t e r s .
as an

a n a l y s i s of w h a t is f o r a s p e a k e r to mean s o m e t h i n g by an
u t t e r a n c e . The s n a g w i t h t h i s , it s e e m s to m e , is t h a t it is
f a r f r o m c l e a r t h a t we h a v e a p r e - p h i l o s o p h i c a l n o t i o n of a
s p e a k e r ‘ s m e a n i n g to be a n a l y s e d in t h i s w ay . Of c o u r s e , we
do a s k f r o m t i m e to t i m e w h a t a s p e a k e r meant by a c e r t a i n
u t t e r a n c e : b u t h e r e we a r e s t a n d a r d l y e n q u i r i n g a b o u t t h e
i n s i n u a t i o n s or h i d d e n i m p l i c a t i o n s a s p e a k e r w a n t s to c o n v e y ,
n o t a b o u t t h e d i r e c t c o n t e n t he a t t a c h e s to t h e w o r d s . Y e t
it is t h e n o t i o n of d i r e c t l y a t t a c h i n g a c o n t e n t ( o f c o n v e y i n g
a t h o u g h t ) t h a t G r i c e is i n t e n d i n g to i l l u m i n a t e . It w o u l d be
to h a n g a w e i g h t y t h e s i s on a s l e n d e r t h r e a d if we made a n y -
t h i n g t u r n on t h e u s e of a p e r h a p s s u s p i c i o u s l o c u t i o n s u c h as
“a s p e a k e r ' s m e a n i n g s o m e t h i n g by an u t t e r a n c e " . H e n c e my
p r e f e r r e d s t r a t e g y of a v o i d i n g t h e l o c u t i o n a n d t a l k i n g
d i r e c t l y of c o m m u n i c a t i o n .

T h i r d l y , to r e - e m p h a s i z e t h e p o i n t of t h e fi r s t s e c t i o n
of U n i t I V : t h e i n t e r e s t of (A) a n d ( C) , or t h e i r d e s c e n d a n t- v a r i a n t s , d o e s n o t h a v e to l i e in r e d u c t i o n i s t a m b i t i o n s . ln
f a c t , I r e j e c t B e n n e t t ' s f u l l - s c a l e r e d u c t i o n i s m f o r a
s t r a t i fi e d p r o g r amme w h e r e , at s t a g e ( a ) , we g i v e
a c c o u n t of
t h e n go on
c o m p l e x i t i e s t h a t s e t in wh en l a n g u a g e comes o n t o
B u t e v e n if
a c c ount of
a c c ount of

a b a s i c
t h e n a t u r e of i n t e n t i o n a l s t a t e s of a s i m p l e k i n d .
to s t a g e ( b ) , t h e e x p l i c a t i o n of t h e a d d i t i o n a l

t h e s c e n e .
t h i s is a m i s t a k e , a n d we c a nno t g i v e a c o h e r e n t

i n t e n t i o n a l s t a t e s t h a t c a n be p e e l e d o f f f r o m t h e
l a n g u a g e u s e , s t i l l t h e i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s b e t w e e n

m e a n i n g a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l s t a t e s w i l l be of g r e a t i n t e r e s t ,
a n d g e t t i n g c l e a r a b o u t t h e m a n e c e s s a r y fi r s t s t e p in t h e
a n a l y s i s m e a n i n g .

F o u r t h l y , l e t me b r i e fl y i n t r o d u c e a b i t of G r i c e a n

p̀ j a r g o n , t h e nat u r a l / non- nat u r a l d i s t i n c t i o n . G r i c e b e g i n s h i s
1 9 5 7 p a p e r by d i s t i n g u i s h i n g tw o s e n s e s of t h e w o r d ' m e a n s '
a n d i t s c o g n a t e s , v i z . ( 1 ) t h e n a t u r a l s e n s e , w h i c h is t h e
se n se t h e wo r d h a s in c on t e x t s s u c h as " T h o s e c l o u d s mean t h a t
it w i l l r a i n ” or " T h e s e s p o t s mean h e ' s g o t m e a s l e s " a n d ( 2 )
t h e n o n - n a t u r a l s e n s e w h ich t h e word h a s in c o n t e x t s s u c h as
" T h o s e t h r e e r i n g s on t h e b e l l ( o f t h e b u s ) mean t h a t t h e b u s
if f u l l " or " T h a t s i g n mean s 'R o ad w o r k s a h e a d ' " . Th e d i s t i n -
c t i o n n o t e d h e r e s eems i n t u i t i v e l y s ound : it seems f a i r l y
c l e a r t h a t t h e r e is a d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n ( a ) t a k i n g t h e
o ccu rren ce of one t h i n g to be a ( n a t u r a l ) s i g n or i n d i c a t i o n
of t h e o c c u rre n c e of s o m e t h i n g e l s e , a n d ( b ) t a k i n g s o m e t h i n g
to be a c o m m u n i c a t i o n d e v i c e . T h i s d i s t i n c t i o n s h o ws up in
t h e d i v e r g e n t e n t a i l m e n t s of t h e two u s e s of ‘ m e a n s ' . T h u s ,
f o r e x a m p l e , t h e t r u t h of " T h o s e c l o u d s mean t h a t it w i l l r a i n "
e n t a i l s t h a t it w i l l r a i n , w h i l e " T h o s e t h r e e r i n g s mean t h a t
t h e b u s is f u l l " w o u l d r e m a i n t r u e e v e n if t h e b u s w e r e n o t
f u l l . By d r a w i n g a n u m b e r of s u c h g e n e r a l c o n t r a s t s b e t w e e n
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t h e two k i n d s of u s e of t h e w o r d ' m e a n ' , G r i c e is a b l e to
co n fi rm - in a d v a n c e of a n y d e e p a n a l y s i s - t h a t t h e r e is
i n d e e d a g e n u i n e d i s t i n c t i o n to be m a d e h e r e . We w i l l _
o c c a s s i o n a l l y f o l l o w G r i c e by m a r k i n g o c c u r r e n c e s of ' m e a n '
w i t h t h e s u f fi x ' ~ n n ' if t h e wo r d c a r r i e s ( s o m e t h i n g l i k e )
i t s n o n - n a t u r a l s e n s e . F o r mor e on t h e n a t u r a l / n o n - n a t u r a l
d i s t i n c t i o n , s e e S t a m p e ' s fi n e p a p e r ' T o wa r d a Gr am m ar of
M e a n i n g ' P h i l . R e v . 1 9 6 8 .

( 1 ) E x p a n d i n g _ t h e (A) - the s i s

As we h a v e j u s t s e e n , t h e w o r d ' m e a n ' c a n oc c u r in e i t h e r
i t s n a t u r a l or i t s n o n - n a t u r a l s e n s e in s e n t e n c e s of t h e f o r m
"0 mean s . . . " w h e r e ' O ' s t a n d s f o r some o b j e c t . B u t in t h e
c o n t e x t "5 m e a n t ... ( o n a p a r t i c u l a r u t t e r a n c e o c c a s i o n ) "
w h e r e 5 is an u t t e r e d t o k e n , ' m e a n t ' w i l l n o r m a l l y h a v e i t s
n o n ~ n a t u r a l s e n s e . And G r i c e s u g g e s t s t h e f o l l o w i n g
e q u i v a l e n c e _

(M) "5 mean t~ nn s o - a n d - s o ( o n a p a r t i c u l a r u t t e r a n c e
o c c a s i o n ) " is ( r o u g h l y ) e q u i v a l e n t to " S o m e b o d y
m e a n t - n n s o - a n d ~ s o by 5 ( o n t h a t p a r t i c u l a r
u t t e r a n c e o c c a s i o n ) " .

H e r e , on t h e r i g h t of t h e e q u i v a l e n c e , G r i c e e m p l o y s h i s n o t i o n
( p e r h a p s a d u b i o u s o n e ) of s o m e b o d y ' s m e a n i n g s o m e t h i n g - w h e r e
I. p e r h a p s , w o u l d p r e f e r to s p e a k of s o m e o n e ' s c o m m u n i c a t i n g
s o m e t h i n g ( o r r a t h e r , I s h o u l d s a y a i m i n g to c o m m u n i c a t e s o m e -
t h i n g : f o r t h e v e r b " c o m m u n i c a t e " s u g g e s t s s u c c e s s , b u t
e v i d e n t l y a s p e a k e r s t i l l a t t a c h e s s i g n i fi c a n c e to h i s w o r d s
e ve n if he f a i l s to c o n v e y h i s t h o u g h t b e c a u s e of i n c o m p r e -
h e n s i o n or i n a t t e n t i o n on t h e p a r t of h i s i n t e n d e d a u d i e n c e ) .
G r i c e is g o i n g to go on to o f f e r a ( C ) - s t y l e a c c oun t of h i s
p i v o t a l n o t i o n of a s p e a k e r ' s m e a n i n g , w h i c h t o g e t h e r w i t h (M)
w i l l d e l i v e r an a c c o u n t of w h a t it is f o r an u t t e r e d t o k e n to
h a v e a m e a n i n g . Ho w, n e x t , do we move f r o m an a c c o u n t of w h a t
it is f o r a l i n g u i s t i c t y p e to h a v e m e a n i n g ? In o t h e r w o r d s ,
how do we p r o c e e d to an a c c oun t of ' m e a n s ' as it o c c u r s in t h e
c l a i m ' T h e w e l s h s e n t e n c e "M a e g l o yn d d u " means c o a l _ i s b l a c k '
G r i c e s u g g e s t s in e f f e c t t h a t ( a ) "L means-nn ( t i m e l e s s ) s o ~
a n d - s o " - w h e r e L is an u t t e r a n c e t y p e - is r o u g h l y e q u i v a l e n t
to ( b ) " I n g e n e r a l , p a r t i c u l a r t o k e n s 5 of t h e t y p e X me a n-nn
( o n t h e i r o c c a s i o n of u t t e r a n c e ) s o - a n d ~ s o . " An d t h i s t o g e t h e r
w i t h (M) a n d (G) y i e l d s an a n a l y s i s of ( a ) as a c o m p l e x s t a t e -
me nt a b o u t a g r o u p of u t t e r e r s ‘ i n t e n t i o n s : as G r i c e p u t s it

(N) "X mean s - n n ( t i m e l e s s ) t h a t s o - a n d - s o " m i g h t as a
fi r s t s h o t be e q u a t e d w i t h some s t a t e m e nt or
d i s j u n c t i o n of s t a t e m e n t s a b o u t w h a t p e o p l e ( v ag u e)
i n t e n d to e f f e c t by ( t o k e n s of t h e t y p e ) X " .

G r i c e is h e r e s k e t c h i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g p r o g r amme f o r
a n a l y s i n g t h e c o n c e p t of l i n g u i s t i c m e a n i n g . we a r e to s t a r t
w i t h a ( C ) - t y p e a n a l y s i s of ‘

( I ) A i n t e n d e d to c o m m u n i c a t e s o m e t h i n g to an a u d i e n c e
by u t t e r i n g 5 ( o n a p a r t i c u l a r o c c a s i o n )

or in G r i c e ' s p r e f e r r e d p h r a s e o l o g y

( I a ) A m e a nt -nn s o m e t h i n g by u t t e r i n g 1 ( o n a p a r t i c u l a r
o c c a s i o n ;
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a n d o u r i n i t i a l a n a l y s i s is n o t to h a v e re c o u rs e to t h e n o t i o n
of c o n v e n t i o n a l m e a n i n g as u s e d , f o r e x a m p l e , in r e p o r t i n g t h e
se n se of t h e w e l s h s e n t e nc e ' M a e g l o yn d d u ‘ . As S t a m p e h a s
p u t i t , " t h e g r e a t g a i n of s u c h an a n a l y s i s as G r i c e ' s is t h a t ,
w h a t e v e r i t s d i f fi c u l t i e s , t h e c o n c e p t of i n t e n t i o n ( t h e k e y
i n g r e d i e n t of ( C ) - t y p e a n a l y s e s ) , u n l i k e t h e c o n c e p t s of an
i d e a or c o n c e p t , s e m a n t i c m a r k e r , s e m a n t i c r e g u l a r i t y , a n d so
f o r t h , at l e a s t d o e s n o t s w i m in t h e same o r b i t of c o n c e p t u a l
s p a c e as d o e s * mean in g * i t s e l f " . B u t n o w, s u p p o s e we h a v e
f o u n d an a d e q u a t e G r i c e a n a n a l y s i s of ( I a ) - t h e n , G r i c e i m p l i e s ,
we c o u l d u s e t h i s a n a l y s i s of t h e n o t i o n of A ‘ s m e a n i n g s o m e -
t h i n g by t h e gpg of u t t e r i n g 5 to e l u c i d a t e t h e n o t i o n of A ‘ s
m e a n i n g s o m e t h i n g by t h e t o k e n u t t e r e d . T h i s w o u l d g i v e us an
a n a l y t i c a l a c c o u n t of _

( I I ) A me a n t s o m e t h i n g by 5 ( o n a p a r t i c u l a r u t t e r a n c e
o c c a s i o n )

`
'

If we a d d to t h i s a r e c i p e f o r d e t e r m i n i n g w h a t A me a n t g i v e n
h i s p a r t i c u l a r c o m m u n i c a t i o n i n t e n t i o n s , t h e n we w i l l h a v e an
a c c oun t of

K

( I I I ) A me a n t s o - a n d - s o by g ( o n a p a r t i c u l a r u t t e r a n c e
o c c a s i o n )

we c o u l d t h e n u s e t h i s r e s u l t to e l u c i d a t e t h e n o t i o n of some -
o n e ' s u s u a l l y m e a n i n g s o - a n d - s o by t o k e n s of t h e t y p e L,
w h ich w o u l d g i v e us an a c c o u n t of

(IV ) A u s u a l l y means s o - a n d - s o by §

T h i s in t u r n c a n be u s e d to e l u c i d a t e

(V) Members of c o m m u n i t y C u s u a l l y mean s o - a n d - s o
by 5

And fi n a l l y , G r i c e i m p l i e s , o u r a c c o u n t of (V) c a n be u s e d to
e l u c i d a t e t h e n o t i o n of a s e n t e n c e ' s c o n v e n t i o n a l l y m e a n i n g
s o m e t h i n g in c o m m u n i t y C - t h a t i s , to e l u c i d a t e

(V I) g means s o - a n d - s o ( i n t h e l a n g u a g e of c o m m u n i t y C)

,I In s h o r t , t h e n , G r i c e i m p l i e s t h a t ( 1 ) we c a n a n a l y s e ( I a )
w i t h o u t r e l y i n g on a p r i o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e n o t i o n of
c o n v e n t i o n a l m e a n i n g , a n d ( 2 ) we can t h e n u se t h i s a n a l y s i s
to g i v e an i l l u m i n a t i n g a n a l y t i c a l a c c oun t of ( V I ) - a n d h e n c e
of t h e n o t i o n of c o n v e n t i o n a l m e a n i n g .

B e f o r e t u r n i n g to s e e how G r i c e f a r e s w i t h t h e fi r s t
s t a g e of i m p r o v i n g on t h e ( C ) - t h e s i s a c c o u n t of ( I ) or ( I a ) ,
l e t us l o o k at t h e c o u p l e of o b j e c t i o n s to t h e i d e a t h a t we
can i l l u m i n a t e ( V I ) by mean s of t h e t y p e of c o n n e c t i o n s w h i c h
G r i c e h a s s k e t c h e d t h a t l e a d b a c k to ( I ) .

(2 ) Z i f f ’ s O b j e c t i o n _
In t h e c h a i n of moves f r o m ( I a ) to ( V I ) , it is t h e l a s t

l i n k w h i c h is t h e m o s t c o n t r o v e r s i a l . Is it r e a l l y a c c e p t a b l e ?
C a n c o n v e n t i o n a l l i n g u i s t i c m e a n i n g be r e d u c e d in t h i s way to
an a g g r e g a t e of m e a n i n g s - o n - a - p a r t i c u l a r - o c c a s i o n ?

W e l l , as Z i f f ( A n a l y s i s 1 9 6 7 ) a n d o t h e r s h a v e p o i n t e d o u t ,
G r i c e ‘ s fi r s t s h o t e q u i v a l e n c e b e t w e e n (V) a n d ( VI ) w o n ' t do
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at a l l . F o r we s o m e t i m e s g a g s a y t h a t a se n t e n c e 5 means p
( i n a g i v e n l a n g u a g e L) e v e n t h o u g h we do n o t b e l i e v e t h a t
if an L - u s e r w er e to u t t e r 5 he w o u l d t h e r e b y u s u a l l y mean
t h a t p. C o n s i d e r fi r s t an e x a m p l e of B e n n e t t ' s . In E n g l i s h ,
t h e s e n t e nc e " No h e a d - i n j u r y is t o o t r i v i a l to i g n o r e " h a s a
c e r t a i n m e a n i n g : y e t e m p i r i c a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n s h o ws t h a t mo s t
E n g l i s h - s p e a k e r s . if t h e y u t t e r e d t h i s s e n t e n c e , or r e a d i t ,
or h e a r d it u t t e r e d , w o u l d g i v e it a q u i t e d i f f e r e n t m e a n i n g
t h a t is in f a c t t h e m e a n i n g of " N o h e a d - i n j u r y is so t r i v i a l
t h a t it can be i g n o r e d " . ( To s e e t h a t t h e s e two s e n t e n c e s
do ppp mean t h e s a m e , c f . "N o b r a n d y is t o o o l d to d r i n k "
a n d " N o b r a n d y is so o l d t h a t it c a n be d r u n k " ) . A n o t h e r
e x a m p l e : t h e s e n t e n c e " He is t h e s o n of a s t i c k l e b a c k fi s h "
h a s a c e r t a i n m e a n i n g - it s a y s t h a t t h e m a l e in q u e s t i o n is
t h e o f f s p r i n g of a s m a l l s c a l e l e s s fi s h h a v i n g tw o or mor e
f r e e s p i n e s in f r o n t of t h e d o r s a l fi n e t c . B u t it is n o t at
a l l l i k e l y t h a t an E n g l i s h - s p e a k e r u t t e r i n g t h e s e n t e n c e
w o u l d mean t h a t by i t . As Z i f f ( w h o s e e x a m p l e t h i s i s ) p u t s
i t : " m o s t l i k e l y , by u t t e r i n g t h i s s e n t e nc e p e o p l e w o u l d
i n t e n d to d e n i g r a t e a c o n t e x t u a l l y i n d i c a t e d m a l e p e r s o n " .
S o , we c l e a r l y QQ d i s t i n g u i s h in p a r t i c u l a r c a s e s b e t w e e n
w h a t a s e n t e n c e means in a g i v e n l a n g u a g e a n d w h at mo s t
members of t h a t l a n g u a g e c o m m u n i t y mean by i t , or wo u l d mean
by it if t h e y u t t e r e d i t . G r i c e ' s o r i g i n a l e q u i v a l e n c e t h e r e
f o r e n e e d s to be c o m p l i c a t e d in o r d e r to d e a l a d e q u a t e l y w i t h
t h i s d i s t i n c t i o n .

H o w e v e r , I s u g g e s t t h a t t h e n o n - e q u i v a l e n c e b e t w e e n (V)
a n d ( VI ) c a n be e x p l a i n e d a n d j u s t i fi e d w i t h i n a G r i c e a n
f r a m e w o r k . To s e e t h i s , a f e w r e fl e c t i o n s a b o u t w o r d - m e a n i n g
a r e in o r d e r ( a n d h e r e I f o l l o w c l o s e l y an a r g u m e n t s t r a t e g y
u s e d by B e n n e t t in l e c t u r e s in 1 9 6 6 ) .

C o n s i d e r a g a i n t h e c l a i m s a b o u t t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p - b e t w e e n
s e n t e n c e - m e a n i n g a n d w o r d - m e a n i n g w h i c h I m ad e in I, p p . 1 5 - l
T h e r e m a i n t a i n e d t h a t in an i m p o r t a n t s e n se s e n t e n c e - m e a n i n g
is p r i m i t i v e , a n d w o r d s h a v e m e a n i n g j u s t in so f a r as t h e y
m ak e a s y s t e m a t i c c o n t r i b u t i o n to t h e s e n s e of s e n t e n c e s
c o n t a i n i n g t h e m . C l e a r l y , t h i s p o s i t i o n is n o t m e r e l y
c o m p a t i b l e w i t h , b u t a n e c e s s a r y a d j u n c t t o , G r i c e ‘ s programm

If we a r e a t t e m p t i n g to e l u c i d a t e t h e
n o t i o n of m e a n i n g t h r o u g h t h e n o t i o n of an u t t e r e r ‘ s
co mmu n i ca t i o n -i n t en t i o n s. t h e n c l e a r l y we w i l l h a v e to t r e a t
s e n t e n c e - m e a n i n g as in a s e n s e p r i m i t i v e . F o r it is t h e
c o m p l e t e u t t e r a n c e w h i c h is t h e s u b j e c t of t h e c o m m u n i c a t i o n -
i n t e n t i o n , t h e mean s by w h i c h t h e u t t e r e r is a t t e m p t i n g to
e f f e c t h i s i n t e n t i o n . T h u s , if c o m m u n i c a t i o n - i n t e n t i o n s a r e
t h e s t a r t i n g p o i n t of o u r a n a l y s i s of m e a n i n g , t h e n it is t h e
n o t i o n of t h e m e a n i n g of c o m p l e t e u t t e r a n c e s w h i c h is s e c u r e d
fi r s t in o u r p ro g ramme of a n a l y s i s - t h e n o t i o n of word-
m e a n i n g b e i n g d e v e l o p e d f r o m t h i s .

I s k e t c h e d , at I p . l 7 , an o u t l i n e a c c oun t of how a c h i l d
m i g h t come to g r a s p t h e m e a n i n g o f . s a y , t h e wo r d ' m i l k ' v i a
a g r a s p of s e n t e n c e s i n v o l v i n g t h a t w o r d . I s t i c k to t h a t
s t o r y - a n d a s i m i l a r s t o r y can l i k e w i s e be t o l d to d e a l w i t h
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t h e c h i l d ' s g r a s p of t h e s i g n i fi c a n c e of s y n t a c t i c f e a t u r e s of
u t t e r a n c e s s u c h as w o r d - o r d e r . And w h a t g o e s f o r t h e c h i l d
g o e s f o r t h e l i n g u i s t - i n - t h e - fi e l d e n g a g e d in t h e " r a d i c a l
t r a n s l a t i o n " of a p r e v i o u s l y u n e n c o u n t e r e d l a n g u a g e . T h e
l i n g u i s t p r o c e e d s f r o m a p r o v i s i o n a l , f r a g m e n t a r y , a n d no d o u b t
v a g u e ' s e n t e n c e - d i c t i o n a r y ' f o r t h e n a t i v e l a n g u a g e , v i a t h e
d i s c o v e r y of c o r r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n a s p e c t s of n a t i v e s e n t e n c e s
a n d a s p e c t s of t h e i r s u p p o s e d c o m m u n i c a t i o n c o n t e n t , to a
p r o v i s i o n a l g r a m m a r a n d w o r d - d i c t i o n a r y f o r t h e l a n g u a g e . T h i s
c a n be t e s t e d a g a i n s t f u r t h e r n a t i v e u t t e r a n c e s , a n d so f u r t h e r
r e fi n e d , e t c . H o w e v e r , t e l l i n g t h e s t o r y in t e rm s of t h e c h i l d
l e a r n i n g i t s own l a n g u a g e or t h e l i n g u i s t e n g a g e d in " r a d i c a l
t r a n s l a t i o n " is p e r h a p s m i s l e a d i n g . F o r a f t e r a l l , it is a
c o n t i n g e n t f a c t t h a t we h a v e to l e a r n o u r l a n g u a g e as c h i l d r e n ;
a n d it is a n o t h e r c o n t i n g e n t f a c t t h a t t h e r e h a p p e n s to be m o r e
t h a n o n e human l a n g u a g e f o r t h e l i n g u i s t to p r a c t i s e o n . I n d e e d
as A r m s t r o n g r e m i n d s u s , it is c o n c e i v a b l e t h a t b o t h s h o u l d h a v e
b e e n f a l s e , a n d " w h o l e of s y n t a x a n d s e m a n t i c s s h o u l d h a v e b e e n
i n n a t e so t h a t m a n k in d n a t u r a l l y s p o k e t h e o n e , w i r e d - i n
l a n g u a g e " . S o ; r a t h e r t h a n t e l l i n g t h e s t o r y in t e rm s of som e -
one l e a r n i n g a l a n g u a g e , we s h o u l d p e r h a p s r e - t e l l it in t e r m s
of a s p e a k e r ' s m e t h o d f o r c h e c k i n g h i s c o r r e c t g r a s p of a n o t h e r ' s
s p e e c h . S t i l l . t h e f o r m e r way of p r e s e n t i n g t h e s t o r y l e n d s
c l a r i t y a n d d r a m a to a c o m p l e x t a l e .

S t a y i n g w i t h t h e r a d i c a l t r a n s l a t o r f o r a w h i l e , we can .

e n v i s a g e t h e p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t h i s mos t s a t i s f a c t o r y g r am m ar -
p l u s - w o r d - d i c t i o n a r y , w h i l e a c c o m m o d a t i n g m os t of h i s d a t a , s t i l l
l e a v e s some d a t a u n c o v e r e d . T h i s m i g h t g i v e h im g r o u n d s f o r
s a y i n g t h a t t h e n a t i v e u s e of t h e p a r t i c u l a r s e n t e n c e s i n v o l v e d
in t h e u n a c c o u n t e d d a t a was d e v i a n t - in p a r t i c u l a r . t h e
t r a n s l a t o r m i g h t h a v e a g r o u n d f o r d i s t i n g u i s h i n g ' w h a t t h e
sen t en ce S means in t h e n a t i v e l a n g u a g e ' f r o m ‘ w h a t t h e n a t i v e s
u s u a l l y u s e t h e s e n t e n c e S to m e a n ‘ . And t h i s p o s s i b l e
s i t u a t i o n p r o v i d e s u s , I t h i n k , w i t h a m o d e l of h o w we a r r i v e at
a d i s t i n c t i o n w h i c h we QQ_in p r a c t i c e m ak e o c c a s i o n a l l y b e t w e e n
t h e ' r e a l ' m e a n i n g o f , s a y , an E n g l i s h s e n t e n c e , a n d w h a t E n g l i s h
s p e a k e r s t y p i c a l l y u s e t h e se n t e n c e to mean .

, L e t us s p e l l t h i s p o s s i b i l i t y o u t in a G r i c e a n w a y .
C o n s i d e r a c o m m u n i ty w h o s e memb er s go in f o r u t t e r i n g ' s e n t e n c e s '
i n t e n d i n g t h e r e b y to c o m m u n i c a t e w i t h o n e a n o t h e r . As we s a w ,
it is G r i c e ' s b a s i c c o n t e n t i o n t h a t we c a n g i v e an a c c o u n t of
t h e n o t i o n of m e a n i n g ( t o c o m m u n i c a t e ) s o m e t h i n g by an u t t e r a n c e
w i t h o u t b r i n g i n g in at t h i s s t a g e t h e n o t i o n of c o n v e n t i o n a l
m e a n i n g . Now, s u p p o s e t h a t t h e r e a r e o b s e r v a b l e r e g u l a r i t i e s in
t h e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s i t u a t i o n between s e n t e n c e u t t e r e d a n d i n t e n d e d
e f f e c t , a n d s u p p o s e a l s o t h a t t h e c o m m u n i t y in g e n e r a l c e n su re s
t h o s e c o m m u n i c a t i o n p e r f o r m a n c e s w h i c h d e p a r t f r o m t h e n o r m a l
r e g u l a r i t i e s . T h en we may be a b l e to b r i n g o u r d a t a c o n c e r n i n g
t h e ' l i n g u i s t i c ' p e r f o r m a n c e s in t h e c o m m u n i t y u n d e r a g e n e r a l
t h e o r y w h i c h s a y s t h a t t h e s e d a t a a r e u s e s of l a n g u a g e in
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h a s e t of ' m e a n i n g ' - r u l e s 5 ~ i . e . a s e t of r u l e s
a s s i g n i n g to s e n t e n c e - f o r m s t h e c o m m u n i c a t i o n i n t e n t i o n s t h e y
a r e to be u s e d to e f f e c t . Of c o u r s e , in s a y i n g t h a t t h e d a t a
a r e us es of l a n g u a g e in a c c o r d a n c e w i t h s u c h - a n d - s u c h r u l e s , it
is n o t b e i n g s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e p e r f o r m e r s a r e c o n s c i o u s l y
f o l l o w i n g t h e r u l e s . T h e i r ' h a v i n g ' t h e r u l e s m ay s how up o n l y -
in t h e o b s e r v e d r e g u l a r i t i e s in p e r f o r m a n c e a n d t h e i r c r i t i c i s m s
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of v a r i a t i o n s f r o m t h e norm ( b a s e d on t h e p e r f o r m e r s m u t u a l
e x p e c t a t i o n s w i t h r e g a r d to t h e b e h a v i o u r of o t h e r s ) . Now it
may h a p p e n t h a t we fi n d (1) t h a t a v e r y l a r g e p o r t i o n of o u r
d a t a is p e r f e c t l y e x p l a i n e d by t h e t h e o r y t h a t t h e p e r f o r m e r s
of o u r c o m m u n i ty h a v e c e r t a i n m e a n i n g - r u l e s 3 a n d s t i c k by t h e m ,
b u t (2 ) t h a t some f u r t h e r d a t a d o e s n o t c o n f o r m to t h i s t h e o r y .
T h i s may of c o u r s e s i m p l y be e v i d e n c e t h a t we a r e w rong a b o u t
w h a t t h e c o m m u n i t y ' s l i n g u i s t i c r u l e s a r e . B u t we a r e n o t
f o r c e d to t h a t c o n c l u s i o n if we c a n u n a r b i t r a r i l y e x p l a i n t h e
d e v i a n t l i n g u i s t i c d a t a in o t h e r w ay s . S u c h e x p l a n a t i o n s a r e
t h e p r o v i n c e of a ‘ t h e o r y of p e r f o r m a n c c ' , in Ch o m s k y ' s p h r a s e .
T h e y ma y r e f e r , f o r e x a m p l e , to t h e l a n g u a g e - u s e r s ' d i f fi c u l t y
in u n d e r s t a n d i n g ( a n d r e s i s t a n c e to u s i n g ) e x p r e s s i o n s w h i c h go
b ey o n d c e r t a i n l i m i t s of l e n g t h a n d c o m p l e x i t y , or to t h e
l a n g u a g e - u s e r s ' r e l u c t a n c e to c o n s t r u e l i t e r a l l y u t t e r a n c e s
w h i c h a r e q u i t e r i d i c u l o u s when so u n d e r s t o o d , a n d so o n . It
w o u l d be a b s u r d f o r us to i n s i s t t h a t a l l o u r d a t a m us t be
a c c o m m o d a te d by o u r t h e o r y of m e a n i n g f o r t h e c o m m u n i t y ' s
u t t e ra n c e s if we c a n r e a s o n a b l y s i f t o u t a n d d i s c a r d some of
t h e d a t a by a p p e a l i n g to o u r t h e o r y of p e r f o r m a n c e . C o n s i d e r
a g a i n o u r two e x a m p l e s f r o m E n g l i s h : F i r s t l y , it is e m p i r i c a l l y
t h e c a s e t h a t t h e s e n t e n c e ( a ) " N o h e a d - i n j u r y is t o o t r i v i a l
to i g n o r e " is g e n e r a l l y t a k e n to be e q u i v a l e n t to ( b ) " N o h e a d -
i n j u r y is so t r i v i a l t h a t it c a n be i g n o r e d " . A r e we to e x p l a i n
t h i s by t a k i n g ( a ) to be a s p e c i a l i d i o m , or by c l a i m i n g t h a t
some w o r d d o e s n o t h a v e i t s s t a n d a r d m e a n i n g in ( a ) ? S u r e l y
n o t , f o r we may g i v e a r e a s o n a b l e e x p l a n a t i o n of t h e d e v i a n t
u s e of ( a ) a l o n g t h e f o l l o w i n g l i n e s : t h e s e n t e n c e ( a ) h a s a
c e r t a i n c o m p l e x i t y a k i n to t h e c o m p l e x i t y of s e n t e n c e s
c o n t a i n i n g m u l t i p l e n e g a t i o n s a n d so is r a t h e r a p t to be m i s -
u n d e r s t o o d : t h i s co m b in ed w i t h t h e f a c t t h a t t h e s e n t e n c e s a y s
s o m e t h i n g b l a t a n t l y f a l s e wh en c o n s t r u e d l i t e r a l l y e x p l a i n s
o u r t e n d e n c y to m i s c o n s t r u e it as e x p r e s s i n g t h e m u c h more
r e a s o n a b l e p r o p o s i t i o n w h i c h is p r o p e r l y e x p r e s s e d by t h e
s i m i l a r s e n t e nc e ( b ) . S e c o n d l y , Z i f f ' s e x a m p l e : S u r e l y t h e
f a c t t h a t we wo u l d n a t u r a l l y i n t e r p r e t ( c ) " H e is t h e s o n of
a s t i c k l e b a c k fi s h " as e x p r e s s i n g d e n i g r a t i o n - at l e a s t wh en
t h e p r o n o u n r e f e r s to a p e r s o n a n d n o t to a fi s h - is e x p l a i n e d
by the f a c t s t h e ( c ) w o u l d s a y s o m e t h i n g q u i t e r i d i c u l o u s if
i n t e r p r e t e d l i t e r a l l y a n d t h a t ( c ) , w h i l e n o t i t s e l f an i d i o m ,
is c l o s e l y a k i n to v a r i o u s i d i o m a t i c e x p r e s s i o n s w h ich g p g u s e d
to d e n i g r a t e p e o p l e . S o , in t h e s e two c a s e s , we ma y a p p e a l to
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s w h i c h c o n s t i t u t e a p a r t i a l t h e o r y of p e r f o r m a n c e
in o r d e r to d e a l w i t h d a t a w h i c h do n o t fi t e a s i l y i n t o a
s e m a n t i c s f o r E n g l i s h . And in g e n e r a l , g i v e n a l a n g u a g e -
c o m m u n i t y wh o u s u a l l y u s e a se n t e n c e S in a way w h i c h is n o t
in a c c o r d a n c e w i t h o u r t h e o r y of m e a n i n g f o r t h e i r l a n g u a g e L,
it m ay be p o s s i b l e to h a n d l e t h i s d e v i a t i o n t h r o u g h a t h e o r y
of p e r f o r m a n c e r a t h e r t h a n t r e a t it as a g e n u i n e c o u n t e r -
e x a m p l e to o u r t h e o r y of m e a n i n g . And if t h i s is p o s s i b l e ,
t h e n we w i l l h a v e a d e q u a t e g r o u n d s f o r d i s t i n g u i s h i n g ‘ W h at S
m e a n s ' - i . e . i t s m e a n i n g as g i v e n by t h e m e a n i n g r u l e s f o r L
f r o m ' w h a t p e o p l e ( i . e . L - u s e r s ) u s u a l l y mean by S ' .

S o , Z i f f is c o r r e c t to o b j e c t to t h e o v e r - s i m p l e e q u a t i o n
of (V) w i t h ( V I ) . B u t now n o t e t h a t t h i s d o e s p g ; u n d e r m i n e
G r i c e ‘ s p r o g r a m m a t i c i n s i g h t t h a t t h e n o t i o n of ' w h a t X m e a n s '
must be e l u c i d a t e d v i a t h e n o t i o n of ‘ w h a t p e o p l e g e n e r a l l y
mean by § ‘ . I h a v e s k e tc h e d a b o v e a w a y in w h i c h we m i g h t come
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to d i s t i n g u i s h ' w h a t § m e a n s ' f r o m ' w h a t p e o p l e u s u a l l y mean
by §' w h i l e r e m a i n i n g w i t h i n a G r i c e a n f r a m w o r k . On t h i s
a c c o u n t , o u r t h e o r y of w h a t s e n t e n c e s in a l a n g u a g e L mean
is s t i l l b a s e d on f a c t s a b o u t w h a t L - u s e r s u s u a l l y mean by
t h e i r v a r i o u s u t t e r a n c e s - to q u o t e B e n n e t t ( i n l e c t u r e s ) :

The t h e o r y of p e r f o r m a n c e comes in s i m p l y as a way of d i s c i p l i n i n g
t h e s e l e c t i o n we m ake f r om t h e t o t a l i t y of a v a i l a b l e f a c t s a b o u t
t h e l i n g u i s t i c b e h a v i o u r of L - u s e r s t h e fi n a l c o u r t of a p p e a l
in d e t e r m i n i n g w h a t a sen ten ce X means in L m u s t be w h a t L - u s e r s

mean by some s e n t e nc e s of L if n o t w h a t t h e y mean by X i t s e l f .

We mus t t h e r e f o r e r e j e c t t h e c r u d e e q u a t i o n b e t w e e n (V)
a n d ( V I ) : b u t t h i s is in f a c t c o m p a t i b l e w i t h c o n t i n u e d
s u p p o r t of G r i c e ' s p r o g r a m m a t i c s u g g e s t i o n t h a t an a c c o u n t of
(V) c a n be u s e d as t h e b a s i s of an a c c o u n t of w h a t it is f o r
a s e n t e n c e ~ t y p e to h a v e a c e r t a i n s t a n d a r d m e a n i n g .

3. Q u i n t o n f s o b j e c t i o n ,

C o n s i d e r e v e n t h e u n r e v i s e d (C) t h e s i s : a c c o r d i n g to
t h i s an u t t e r e r A ( a i m s t o ) c o m m u n i c a t e t h e t h o u g h t t h a t p
o n l y if he i n t e n d s to p r o d u c e in h i s a u d i e n c e R a c e r t a i n
r e s p o n s e 5, w h i c h is in f a c t t h e a c q u i s i t i o n of a c e r t a i n
b e l i e f . H o w e v e r , o n e g e n e r a l l y c a nno t i n t e n d to p r o d u c e some
r e s u l t by a g i v e n m ean s , if o n e d o e s n o t b e l i e v e t h a t t h e r e
is a n y l i k e l i h o o d t h a t t h e means w i l l be e f f e c t i v e in s e c u r i n g
t h e d e s i r e d r e s u l t . ( C o n s i d e r t h e c a se of someone p u s h i n g
a g a i n s t t h e s i d e of a h o u s e wh o c l a i m s ( a ) t h a t he is i n t e n d i n g
to p u s h t h e h o u s e d o wn , b u t ( b ) d o e s n ‘ t b e l i e v e t h a t it is
p o s s i b l e to d e m o l i s h t h e h o u s e by p u s h i n g a g a i n s t i t ) . S o ,
it seems t h a t a n e c e s s a r y c o n d i t i o n of A ' s a i m i n g to c o m m u n i -
c a t e t h a t p ( o r , as G r i c e w o u ld p u t i t , m e a n i n g - n n t h a t p ) , is
t h a t A s h o u l d b e l i e v e t h a t t h e r e is some l i k e l i h o o d t h a t h i s
u t t e r i n g 5 w i l l p r o d u c e t h e d e s i r e d r e s p o n s e g. B u t w h a t
g r o u n d s c o u l d A p o s s i b l y h a v e f o r t h i s b e l i e f ? L e a v i n g a s i d e
t h e s m a l l b u t i m p o r t a n t c l a s s of i c o n i c u t t e r a n c e s ( w h e r e , f o r
i n s t a n c e , A m i m e s b e i n g s t u c k on t h e h e a d by a f a l l i n g c oc onu t
to warn a n o t h e r of t h e i m p e n d i n g d a n g e r of f a l l i n g c o c o n u t s ) ,
it seems t h a t A ' s g r o u n d f o r b e l i e v i n g t h a t u t t e r i n g 5 w i l l
s e c u r e r e s p o n s e £ w i l l s i m p l y be t h e b e l i e f t h a t R w i l l
r e c o g n i z e w h a t t h e s p e a k e r is up t o , w h i c h s u r e l y r e q u i r e s R
to know t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l m e a n i n g of A ' s u t t e r a n c e .

L e t me e x p a n d on t h a t . P e r h a p s in t h e i c o n i c c a s e , A
c a n h o p e t h a t h i s a u d i e n c e r e c o g n i z e s w h a t he is up to in
v i r t u e of t h e i m i t a t i v e or p i c t o r i a l c h a r a c t e r of A ' s
u t t e r a n c e ( t h o u g h it s h o u l d be p o i n t e d o u t t h a t e ve n h e r e . A
is p e r h a p s u n w i t t i n g l y r e l y i n g on t h e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t he a n d
h i s a u d i e n c e w i l l g e n e r a l l y s h a r e t h e c o m p l e x d i s p o s i t i o n to
' u n d e r s t a n d ' a p i c t u r e in t h e same wa y - c f . I n v e s t i g a t i o n s
I I . x i ) . B u t in t h e c a s e of mo s t u t t e r a n c e s of s e n t e n c e s of
a n a t u r a l l a n g u a g e , t h e r e is no s u c h p i c t o r i a l e l e m e n t . So
w h a t p o s s i b l e r e a s on c o u l d A h a v e f o r t h i n k i n g t h a t h i s
u t t e r i n g a g i v e n s e q u e n c e of s o u n d s ( s a y , a s e q u e n c e t h a t
c o n s t i t u t e s a t o k e n of t h e E n g l i s h s e n t e n c e - t y p e ' Y o u a r e in
d a n g e r of b e i n g h i t on t h e h e a d by f a l l i n g c o c o n u t s ‘ ) s h o u l d
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s t a n d some c h a n c e of h a v i n g t h e r e m a r k a b l y c o m p l e x e f f e c t of
g e t t i n g h i s a u d i e n c e to a d o p t a p a r t i c u l a r b e l i e f ( s a y , o n e
to do w i t h t h e d a n g e r of f a l l i n g c o c o n u t s ) ? If A i s n ' t to be
s e e n as m a k i n g a w i l d s h o t in t h e d a r k , it seems t h a t h i s
c o n fi d e n c e t h a t u t t e r i n g c e r t a i n s o u n d s w i l l s u c c e s s f u l l y
e v o k e j u s t s u c h - a n d - s u c h e f f e c t in R m us t be b a s e d on a b e l i e f
t h a t
j u s t
c a s e
t h e n
tO R

s t a n d a r d l y R j u s t d o e s r e s p o n d in t h e r e q u i r e d w a y to
t h o s e s o u n d s . And if A ‘ s c o n fi d e n c e e x t e n d s e ve n to t h e
of s e n t e n c e s w h i c h he h a s n o t t r i e d o u t on R b e f o r e ,
it seems t h a t it m us t be b a s e d on some g e n e r a l a t t r i b u t i o n
of k n o w l e d g e of t h e s t a n d a r d u s e o f , s a y , E n g l i s h

se n t e n c e s f o r c o m m u n i c a t i o n p u r p o s e s . -

h a v e
In s h o r t , t h e n , a c o n s i d e r a t i o n of how A c a n r e a s o n a b l y
t h e i n t e n t i o n s a t t r i b u t e d to h im by t h e a n a l y s i s (C) -

or i t s more c o m p l e x v a r i a n t s - soon f o r c e s us to i n t r o d u c e
i n t o t h e p i c t u r e s t a n d a r d or c o n v e n t i o n a l means f o r e f f e c t i n g
c om m unic a tion i n t e n t i o n s . F o r in m os t c a s e s , A can o n l y h a v e
t h e i n t e n t i o n s n e e d e d to s a t i s f y (C) is he d o e s a v a i l h i m

f s e l f of mean s he c a n r e a s o n a b l y r e l y on to e f f e c t h i s
i n t e n t i o n s , a n d t h i s w i l l u s u a l l y i n v o l v e a v a i l i n g h i m s e l f of
t h e r e s o u r c e s of a n a t u r a l l a n g u a g e he s h a r e s w i t h h i s
a u d i e n c e .

c i r c l e s h e r e .
However. it m i g h t be o b j e c t e d t h a t we a r e g o i n g r o u n d in

F o r G r i c e is o f f e r i n g an a n a l y s i s of 'A me a nt
s o m e t h i n g by §' as a b a s i s f o r a p ro g ramme w hos e a i m is to
e l u c i d a t e t h e n o t i o n of c o n v e n t i o n a l m e a n i n g . Y e t I am now
s a y i n g t h a t in man y c a s e s , A c a n n o t r e a s o n a b l y h a v e t h e
i n t e n t i o n s r e q u i r e d of h im by (C) or t h e more s o p h i s t i c a t e d
G r i c e a n v a r i a n t s u n l e s s he a v a i l s h i m s e l f of t h e r e s o u r c e s of
a n a t u r a l l a n g u a g e wh o s e s e n t e n c e s h a v e , of c o u r s e , a c onve n~
t i o n a l m e a n i n g . D o e s n ' t t h i s r e n d e r G r i c e ' s w h o l e programme
c i r c u l a r ?

COITIE
C r i t i c s h a v e c e r t a i n l y m a i n t a i n e d t h a t t h e programme d o e s
to g r i e f at t h i s p o i n t , fl o u n d e r i n g u p o n a v i c i o u s

c i r c u l a r i t y . H e r e ‘ s A n t h o n y Q u i n t o n :
,̀

.

I am co n v in ced t h a t G r i c e ' s p r o j e c t is m isco n ceiv ed . The r easo n
is t h a t f o r someone to i n t e n d , by d o i n g A, to b r i n g a b o u t B, he
must b e l i e v e t h a t d o i n g A is l i k e l y to b r i n g a b o u t B. I c a n n o t
s a y t h a t I am i n t e n d i n g to m ake t h e b u s go f a s t e r w h i l e it is
s t u c k at t h e t r a f fi c l i g h t s by t a p p i n g my k n e e c a p u n l e s s I
b e l i e v e t h a t d o i n g so is c a l c u l a t e d to h a v e t h a t e f f e c t . Now
how can I i n t e n d to b r i n g a b o u t t h e b e l i e f in you t h a t it is
r a i n i n g by u t t e r i n g to you t h e s e n t e nc e ' i t is r a i n i n g ' ? O n l y
if I b e l i e v e or t a k e ' i t is r a i n i n g ' to mean what it d o e s .
M e a n i n g c a n n o t be d e fi n e d in te r m s of Gr icean i n t e n t i o n s s i n c e
t h e p o s s e s s i o n of m e a n i n g by t h e v e r b a l i n s t r u m e n t s i nvol ve d is
n e c e s s a r i l y p r e s u p p o s e d by m a k i n g u se of them f o r t h e c a r r y i n g
o u t of t h e i n t e n t i o n s in q u e s t i o n . .

B u t is t h i s a c c u s a t i o n of c i r c u l a r i t y in f a c t s o u n d ? M u s t t h e
n o t i o n of c o n v e n t i o n a l m e a n i n g by s u r r e p t i t i o u s l y i n v o l v e d in
t h e a n a l y s i s of s p e a k e r ‘ s o c c a s i o n m e a n i n g in s u c h a w a y as
to mak e G r i c e ' s p r o j e c t e n t i r e l y m i s c o n c e i v e d ?
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Th e answer is ' N o ‘ . G r i c e ' s b a s i c c o n t e n t i o n is ( t o
q u o t e f r o m S t r a w s c n ' s s y m p a t h e t i c e x p o s i t i o n in ' M e a n i n g a n d
` T r u t h ' ) t h a t

`

.. . it is p o s s i b l e to ex p o u n d a c o n c e p t of co m m u n icatio n - in ten tio n
o r , as he c a l l s i t , u t t e r e r ' s m e a n i n g , which is p r o o f a g a i n s t
o b j e c t i o n a n d which d o e s n o t p r e s u p p o s e t h e n o t i o n of l i n g u i s t i c
m ean i n g .

And t h i s G r i c e h a s g i v e n g o o d r e a s on to t h i n k is p o s s i b l e .
G r i c e ‘ s r e fi n e d v e r s i o n s of (C) a r e p r o g r e s s i v e l y mo r e
p l a u s i b l e , a n d c e r t a i n l y do n o t e x p l i c i t l y p r e s u p p o s e t h e
n o t i o n of c o n v e n t i o n a l l i n g u i s t i c m e a n i n g . T h e l a t t e r n o t i o n
comes i n t o t h e p i c t u r e , a c c o r d i n g to G r i c e , e s s e n t i a l l y w hen
we h a v e a c o m m u n i t y wh o s e m em b er s h a b i t u a l l y u s e c e r t a i n
u t t e r a n c e s to e f f e c t c e r t a i n c o m m u n i c a t i o n - i n t e n t i o n s . G i v e n
t h a t a c e r t a i n h a b i t is p a r t i a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d - s a y to u s e
u t t e r a n c e s of t h e t y p e X to c o n v e y t h a t p - t h e n an u t t e r e r
h a s some r e a s o n to t h i n k t h a t a n o t h e r u t t e r a n c e of X w i l l
s u c c e s s f u l l y c o n v e y t h a t p, a n d h e n c e some r eason to u s e X
w hen he w a n t s to c o n v e y t h a t p. And g i v e n t h e p r e m i u m on
s u c c e s s f u l c o m m u n i c a t i o n , t h e c o m m u n i t y w i l l h a v e some r e a s on
to c r i t i c i z e memb er s wh o b r e a k f r o m t h e p r a c t i c e of u s i n g
X-utterances to c o n v e y t h a t p. In s h o r t , a p a s t h a b i t w i l l
t e n d to p e r s i s t a n d b eco me f u r t h e r e n t r e n c h e d . T h u s , t h e
p r a c t i c e of u s i n g X- ut ter ances to c o n v e y t h a t p w i l l t e n d to
r e m a i n a l i v e b e c a u s e of t h e i n t e r l o c k i n g m u t u a l e x p e c t a t i o n s
of m em b er s of t h e c o m m u n i t y - an a u d i e n c e w i l l e x p e c t an
u t t e r e r to use 1 - u t t e r an ces to c o n v e y t h a t p, an u t t e r e r w i l l
e x p e c t h i s a u d i e n c e to h a v e t h a t e x p e c t a t i o n , a n d so o n .
T h e r e b e i n g s u c h i n t e r l o c k i n g m u t u a l e x p e c t a t i o n s g i v i n g
c o n t i n u e d l i f e to a p r a c t i c e is j u s t w h a t is n e c e s s a r y
( th o u g h n o t s u f fi c i e n t ) f o r t h e p r a c t i c e to be n o t m e r e l y a

r e g u l a r h a b i t b u t a c o n v e n t i o n . T h i s t h e s i s is a r g u e d f o r
w i t h g r e a t s k i l l by D a v i d L e w i s in h i s m a g n i fi c e n t b o o k
" C o n v e n t i g p l , H e r e , L e w i s p r o v i d e s a we lc o m e l i b e r a t i o n f r o m
t h e s u b - W i t t g e n s t e i n e a n m y s t i fi c a t i o n t h a t h a s s u r r o u n d e d
s u c h n o t i o n s as ' c o n v e n t i o n ' a n d ' r u l e ' in much r e c e n t p h i l o -
s o p h i c a l w r i t i n g . B u t g e t t i n g b a c k to G r i c e , he c a n a l l o w
t h a t o v e r t h e p a s s a g e of t i m e , h a b i t u a l c o m m u n i c a t i o n d e v i c e s
( w h i c h we m ay s u p p o s e w er e i n i t i a l l y i c o n i c , or s u b s t i t u t i o n s
f o r i c o n i c d e v i c e s ) can become more a n d more c o m p l e x u n t i l we
r e a c h t h e p o i n t w h e r e an u t t c r e r c a n f o r m c o m m u n i c a t i o n -
i n t e n t i o n s w h i c h he c a n n o t r e a s o n a b l y h o p e to e f f e c t e x c e p t
by u s i n g t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d d e v i c e f o r so d o i n g .
And in t h e c a s e of a s p e a k e r of a n a t u r a l l a n g u a g e , m o s t of
h i s c o m m u n i c a t i o n - i n t e n t i o n s w i l l be of t h i s k i n d , as was
p o i n t e d o u t a b o v e . B u t t h i s c o n c e s s i o n s h o u l d now be s e e n
g g ; to u n d e r m i n e t h e c l a i m s ( 1 ) t h a t t h e f unda m e n ta l n o t i o n
of u t t e r e r ' s m e a n i n g c a n be e l u c i d a t e d w i t h o u t r e f e r e n c e to
t h e n o t i o n of c o n v e n t i o n a l m e a n i n g , a n d ( 2) t h a t t h e n o t i o n
of c o n v e n t i o n a l m e a n i n g c a n be u n d e r s t o o d by s e e i n g a l a n g u a g e
as a s e t of c o n v e n t i o n a l d e v i c e s f o r e f f e c t i n g c o m m u n i c a t i o n -
i n t e n t i o n s ( i . e . r o u g h l y as a s e t of d e v i c e s h a b i t u a l l y u s e d

by a c o m m u n i t y to e f f e c t c o m m u n i c a t i o n - i n t e n t i o n s ) .

To g e t t h i s c l e a r e r , I w i l l q u o t e at l e n g t h S t r a w s o n ' s
s u c c i n c t d i s c u s s i o n of t h e s e p o i n t s in " M e a n i n g a n d T r u t h “ :

Q
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It is c l e a r t h a t we c a n , a n d d o , communica te v e r y c o m p l i c a t e d
t h i n g s by t h e u s e Of l a n g u a g e ; a n d if we a r e to t h i n k of
l a n g u a g e a s , f u n d a m e n t a l l y , a s y s t e m of r u l e s f o r f a c i l i t a t i n g
t h e a c hi e ve me nt of o u r c o m m u n i c a t i o n - i n t e n t i o n s , a n d if t h e
a n a l y s i s is n o t to be c i r c u l a r , must we n o t c r e d i t o u r s e l v e s
w i t h e x t r e m e l y c o m p l i c a t e d communication - in ten tions ( o r at
l e a s t d e s i r e s ) i n d e p e n d e n t l y of h a v i n g at our d i s p o s a l t h e
l i n g u i s t i c means of f u l fi l l i n g t h o s e d e s i r e s ? And is t h i s n o t
a b s u r d ? I t h i n k t h i s i§_absurd. B u t t h e p ro g ram m e of a n a l y s i s
d o e s n o t r e q u i r e i t . A l l t h e a n a l y s i s r e q u i r e s is t h a t we can
e x p l a i n t h e n o t i o n of c o n v e n t i o n s of c ommunic a t i on in te r m s of
t h e n o t i o n of p r e - c o n v e n t i o n a l c ommunic a t ion at a r a t h e r b a s i c
l e v e l . G iven t h a t we can do t h i s , t h e n t h e r e is mor e t h a n one
way in which we can s t a r t p u l l i n g o u r s e l v e s up by o u r own
l i n g u i s t i c b o o t - s t r a p s ... We c a n , f o r e x a m p l e , t e l l o u r s e l v e s
a s t o r y of t h e a n a l y t i c - g e n e t i c v a r i e t y . S u p p o s e an u t t e r e r
a c h i e ve s a p r e - c o n v e n t i o n a l communication s ucces s w i t h a g i v e n
a udi e nc e by means of an u t t e r a nc e , s a y 5, He h a s a co m p l ex
i n t e n t i o n s v i s - a - v i s t h e a u d i e n c e of t h e s o r t which c o u n t s as
a communication - in ten tion a nd s u c c e e d s in f u l fi l l i n g t h a t

/= i n t e n t i o n by u t t e r i n g 5: L e t us s u p p o s e t h a t t h e p r i m a r y
i n t e n t i o n was s u c h t h a t t h e u t t e r e r me a nt t h a t p by u t t e r i n g 5;
a n d s i n c e , by h y p o t h e s i s , he ach iev ed a c ommunic a t ion s u c c e s s ,
he was so u n d e r s t o o d by h i s a ud i e nc e . Now if t h e s am e communi-- c a t i o n p ro b l em p r e s e n t s i t s e l f l a t e r to t h e same u t t e r e r in
r e l a t i o n to t h e same a u d i e n c e , t h e f a c t , known to b o t h of t h em ,
t h a t t h e u t t e r e r me a nt t h a t p by u t t e r i n g §_before, g i v e s t h e
u t t e r e r a r easo n f o r u t t e r i n g §_again a n d t h e a u d i e n c e a r easo n
f o r i n t e r p r e t i n g t h e u t t e r a n c e in t h e same way as b e f o r e . ( T h e
r e a s o n which e a c h h a s is t h e k n o w l ed g e t h a t t h e o t h e r h a s t h e
k n o w l ed g e which he h a s ) . So it is e a s y to s e e how t h e u t t e r a n c e
of §_could becom e e s t a b l i s h e d as be tw e e n t h i s u t t e r e r a n d t h i s
au d ien ce as a means of m e a n i ng t h a t p. B e c a u s e it h a s w orke d,
it be c ome s e s t a b l i s h e d ; a n d t h e n it w o r k s b e c a u s e it is
e s t a b l i s h e d . And it is e a s y to s e e how t h i s s t o r y c o u l d be t o l d
so as to in v o lv e n o t j u s t a g r o u p of tw o, b u t a wid er g r o u p . So
we can h a v e a movement f ro m an u t t e r e r p r e ~ c o n v e n t i o n a l 1 y
m e a n i ng t h a t p by an u t t e r a n c e § _ to t h e u t t e r a nc e ~ t ype 5
c o n v e n t i o n a l l y m e a n i n g t h a t p w i th in a g r oup a n d t h e n c e b a c k to
ut t e r e r ~ me mbe r s of t h e g r o u p m ean i n g t h a t p by a t o k e n of t h e
t y p e , b u t now in a c c o rd a n c e with t h e conventions.

/ ° ` `

Th e s t o r y wh o s e b e g i n n i n g S t r a w s o n s k e t c h e s c a n , I t h i n k , be
c o n v i n c i n g l y e l a b o r a t e d . B u t in a n y c a s e , we h a v e a l r e a d y
s a i d e n o u g h to b l o c k Q u i n t o n ’ s a c c u s a t i o n of c i r c u l a r i t y .
It is t r u e ( a s Q u i n t o n s a y s ] t h a t in c o m p l e x s i t u a t i o n s .
r a t i o n a l l y p o s s e s s i n g G r i c e a n c o m m u n i c a t i o n i n t e n t i o n s
r e q u i r e s t h e e x p e c t a t i o n t h a t t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l s e n s e of w h a t
o n e u t t e r s w i l l be g r a s p e d . B u t , in G r i c e ' s v i e w , t h i s is
to s a y no more t h a n t h a t o n e ' s u t t e r a n c e is p r o d u c e d at l e a s t
in p a r t b e c a u s e it is an e l e m e n t in an e n t r e n c h e d c o m m u n i c a t i o n
p r a c t i c e . And t h e n o t i o n of c o m m u n i c a t i o n , a n d h e n c e of an

. e n t r e n c h e d c o m m u n i c a t i o n p r a c t i c e can be e l u c i d a t e d in G r i c e a n
w ay s , t h u s g i v i n g us an a c c o u n t of c o n v e n t i o n a l m e a n i n g .

\

\
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_4. M o d i f y i n g t h e 1 C ) - t h e s i s .

P e o p l e f r e q u e n t l y p e r f o r m a c t i o n s ( s u c h as w a v i n g an a r m ,
d r a w i n g a d i a g r a m , u t t e r i n g a s e n t e n c e ) w i t h t h e i n t e n t i o n of
t h e r e b y c o m m u n i c a t i n g s o m e t h i n g to someone e l s e . P u r e l y to
s i m p l i f y t h e d i s c u s s i o n at t h i s s t a g e , l e t us r e s t r i c t o u r
a t t e n t i o n f o r t h e moment to c a s e s w h e r e t h e p e r f o r m e r A i n t e n d s
to c o n v e y i n f o r m a t i g g to h i s ' a u d i e n c e ' a n d n o t , s a y , a
d i r e c t i v e : In o t h e r w o r d s , l e t us c o n s i d e r fi r s t c a s e s w h e r e
A p e r f o r m s an a c t i o n t h e r e b y i n t e n d i n g to t e l l s o m e t h i n g to h i s
a u d i e n c e . Now c l e a r l y t h e r e is a s h a r p d i s t i n c t i o n to be d r a w n
b e t w e e n ( a ) p e r f o r m i n g an a c t i o n w i t h t h e i n t e n t i o n of t h e r e b y
t e l l i n g so m e b o d y s o m e t h i n g a n d ( b ) p e r f o r m i n g an a c t i o n w i t h
t h e i n t e n t i o n of t h e r e b y g e t t i n g someone to b e l i e v e s o m e t h i n g .
To t a k e G r i c e ' s e x a m p l e : I m i g h t l e a v e B ' s h a n d k e r c h i e f n e a r
t h e scen e of a m u r d e r in o r d e r to i n d u c e in t h e d e t e c t i v e t h c
b e l i e f t h a t B w as t h e m u r d e r e r . T h i s w o u l d c e r t a i n l y be a c a s e
of p e r f o r m i n g an a c t i o n w i t h t h e i n t e n t i o n of t h e r e b y g e t t i n g
someone to b e l i e v e s o m e t h i n g : b u t I t h i n k it w o u l d be c l e a r l y
wrong to s a y t h a t t h i s was a c a s e of c o m m u n i c a t i n g or t r y i n g
to c o m m u n i c a t e i n f o r m a t i o n to someone . T r y i n g to f o o l someone
i n t o t h i n k i n g t h a t B is t h e m u r d e r e r is q u i t e a d i f f e r e n t
b u s i n e s s f r o m t r y i n g to t e l l h im ' s t r a i g h t o u t ' t h a t B is t h e
m u r d e r e r : c o m m u n i c a t i n g is a much mo r e ' o p e n ' a f f a i r . S o , if
I t r y to t e l l so m e b o d y s o m e t h i n g , t h e n t y p i c a l l y I n o t o n l y
i n t e n d ( i ) to p r o d u c e in h im a c e r t a i n b e l i e f - at l e a s t
a c c o r d i n g to G r i c e - b u t a l s o i n t e n d ( i i ) t h a t he s h o u l d
r e c o g n i z e w h a t I am up t o . In
my e v i l d e s i g n w o u l d h a v e b e e n

t h e ' h a n d k e r c h i e f ' c a s e , h o w e v e r ,
f r u s t r a t e d if t h e d e t e c t i v e h a d

r e c o g n i z e d t h a t t h e h a n d k e r c h i e f h a d n ' t b e e n d r o p p e d a c c i d e n -
t a l l y b u t h a d b e e n l e f t by me w i t h t h e i n t e n t i o n of i n d u c i n g
in h im t h e b e l i e f t h a t B was g u i l t y . We n e e d ,
emend t h e o r i g i n a l ( C ) - t h e s i s to b r i n g o u t t h e
o p e n n e s s in g e n u i n e c a s e s of c o m m u n i c a t i o n as
f a k i n g .

t h e r e f o r e , to
r e q u i r e m e n t of
a g a i n s t e v i d e n c e -

C o n s i d e r n e x t a n o t h e r e x a m p l e f r o m G r i c e : H e r o d p r e s e n t s
, , - `

S a l o m e w i t h t h e h e a d of S t . J o h n t h e B a p t i s t on a p l a t e .
H e r o d p r e s u m a b l y ( i ) i n t e n d e d t h e r e b y to p r o d u c e in S a l o m e t h e
b e l i e f t h a t S t . J o h n t h e B a p t i s t was d e a d a n d no d o u b t ( i i )
a l s o i n t e n d e d Sa l o m e to r e c o g n i z e t h i s fi r s t i n t e n t i o n - i . e .
r e c o g n i z e w h a t he was up t o . H o w e v e r , it w o u l d seem to be a
m i s t a k e to s a y t h a t H e r o d was t h e r e f o r e t e l l i n g Sa l o m e t h a t
S t . J o h n was d e a d : t h e r e is a
someone e v i d e n c e t h a t p is t h e
t h a t p is t h e c a s e . If I sh o w
w h i l e I may i n t e n d in t h i s way
I do n o t r e l y on h i s t a k i n g my

d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n s h o w in g
c a s e a n d s i m p l y t e l l i n g h i m
someone e v i d e n c e t h a t p t h e n ,
to g e t h i m to b e l i e v e t h a t p,
w o r d f o r it b u t on h i s a c c e p t i n g

t h e e v i d e n c e I p u t b e f o r e h im as e v i d e n c e t h a t p. On t h e
o t h e r h a n d , if I m e r e l y t e l l s omeone t h a t p t h e n I n o r m a l l y
i n t e n d h im s i m p l y to t a k e my wo r d f o r it - t h a t i s . I i n t e n d
to g e t h im to b e l i e v e t h a t p y i ; h i s r e c o g n i z i n g t h a t t h i s is
w h a t I i n t e n d . G r i c e h a s a n o t h e r e x t r e m e l y n e a t e x a m p l e to
i l l u s t r a t e t h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n ' s h o w i n g e v i d e n c e f o r ' a n d
m e r e l y ’ t e l l i n g ' : he a s k s us to co m p ar e t h e f o l l o w i n g tw o
C B S E S .

\
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( 1 ) I sh o w Mr . X a p h o t o g r a p h of M r . Y d i s p l a y i n g u n d u e
f a m i l i a r i t y to M r s . X,

(2) I d r a w a p i c t u r e of M r . Y b e h a v i n g in t h i s man n er a n d
s how it to M r . X.

Now it s eems i n t u i t i v e l y c l e a r t h a t c a s e ( 2 ) is v e r y l i k e ,
a n d c a s e ( 1 ) r a t h e r u n l i k e , s i m p l y t e l l i n g X t h a t Y h a d b e e n
u n d u l y f a m i l i a r w i t h M r s . X. w h a t t h e n is t h e r e l e v a n t
d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e tw o c a s e s ? G r i c e a ns we rs : " S u r e l y
t h a t in c a s e ( 1 ) M r . X ' s r e c o g n i t i o n of my i n t e n t i o n to m ak e
h im b e l i e v e t h a t t h e r e is s o m e t h i n g b e t w e e n M r . Y a n d M r s . X
is ( m or e or l e s s ) i r r e l e v a n t to t h e p r o d u c t i o n of t h i s e f f e c t
by t h e p h o t o g r a p h . M r . X w o u l d be l e d by t h e p h o t o g r a p h at
l e a s t to s u s p e c t M r s . X e v e n if i n s t e a d of s h o w i n g it to h i m
I h a d l e f t it in h i s room by a c c i d e n t : a n d I ( t h e p h o t o g r a p h
s h o w e r ) w o u l d n o t be una wa re of t h i s . B u t it w i l l m ak e a
d i f f e r e n c e to t h e e f f e c t of my p i c t u r e on M r . X w h e t h e r or
n o t he t a k e s me to be i n t e n d i n g to i n f o r m h i m ( m a k e h i m

fs b e l i e v e s o m e th in g ) a b o u t M r s . X, a n d n o t j u s t d o o d l i n g or
t r y i n g to p r o d u c e a work of a r t . " In o t h e r w o r d s , t h e r e l e v a n t
d i f f e r e n c e b e tw e e n t h e e v i d e n c e - s h o w i n g c a s e ( 1 ) a n d t h e q u a s i -
t e l l i n g c a s e (2 ) is t h a t in t h e l a t t e r c a s e M r . X ‘ s r e c o g n i t i o n
of wha t I am up to ( o f my i n t e n t i o n in s h o w i n g h i m t h e p i c t u r e )
is i n t e n d e d to p l a y a m a j o r r o l e in p r o d u c i n g t h e d e s i r e d
e f f e c t . S o , on t h e b a s i s of t h e c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s k i n d
of e x a m p l e , we m i g h t c o n j e c t u r e t h a t “A i n t e n d e d to t e l l h i s
a u d i e n c e s o m e t h i n g ( c o m m u n i c a t e i n f o r m a t i o n ) by h i s p e r f o r m i n g
a c t Q" m ay be a n a l y s e d a s :

"A p e r f o r m e d a i n t e n d i n g

( i ) to p r o d u c e some b e l i e f in h i s a u d i e n c e
( i i ) t h a t h i s a u d i e n c e r e c o g n i z e i n t e n t i o n ( i )

( i i i ) t h a t h i s a u d i e n c e f u l fi l ( 1 ) at l e a s t p a r t l y
' t h r o u g h r e c o g n i z i n g A ' s i n t e n t i o n ( i ) "

We m i g h t p u t t h i s more s u c c i n c t l y b u t l e s s c l e a r l y t h u s :

"A i n t e n d e d t h e p e r f o r m a n c e of a to i n d u c e a b e l i e f in
f' . h i s a u d i e n c e by mean s of t h e r e c o g n i t i o n of t h i s i n t e n t i o n " .

T h i s s o r t of a n a l y s i s m ay be g e n e r a l i z e d in an o b v i o u s
w a y to c o v e r c o m m u n i c a t i o n s i t u a t i o n s o t h e r t h a n o n e s w h e r e
it is i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t is b e i n g c o n v e y e d . If I am t r y i n g to
co m m u n ica te a d i r e c t i v e , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e n t h e e f f e c t I i n t e n d
to p r o d u c e in my a u d i e n c e is n o t a b e l i e f b u t an a c t i o n ( o r
at a n y r a t e . t h e i n t e n t i o n to p e r f o r m an a c t i o n ) . B u t
t e l l i n g s omeone to do s o m e t h i n g i n v o l v e s mor e t h a n m e r e l y
t r y i n g to p r o d u c e a c t i o n on h i s p a r t . C o m p a r e

( 1 ) A p o l i c e m a n ' s t r y i n g to s t o p a t h i e f ' s g e t - a w a y
c a r by j u m p i n g o u t i n t o i t s p a t h ,

( 2 ) A p o l i c e m a n on p o i n t - d u t y t r y i n g to s t o p a c a r
by h o l d i n g up h i s h a n d .

In t h e fi r s t c a s e , t h e p o l i c e m a n i n t e n d s to g e t t h e t h i e f to
s t o p h i s c a r - a n d no d o u b t i n t e n d s t h e t h i e f to r e c o g n i s e
t h i s . H o w e v e r , it i s n ' t t h e t h i e f ' s r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e p o l i c e -
m a n ‘ s p u r p o s e w h ich is i n t e n d e d to p r o d u c e t h e d e s i r e d e f f e c t :
r a t h e r , t h e p o l i c e m a n is r e l y i n g on t h e t h i e f ' s p r e s u m e d

___ _ ..
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r e l u c t a n c e to c o m m i t h o m i c i d e ( s o m e o n e ' s a c c i d e n t a l l y s t e p p i n g
o u t i n t o t h e p a t h of t h e c a r w o u l d p r o b a b l y h a v e t h e s ame
e f f e c t ) . In t h e s e c o n d c a s e , h o w e v e r , t h e d r i v e r ' s r e c o g n i t i o n
of t h e p o l i c e m a n ' s i n t e n t i o n is p r e c i s e l y w h a t is i n t e n d e d to
be e f f e c t i v e in g e t t i n g h i m to s t o p . T h i s l e a d s us n a t u r a l l y
to t h e c o n j e c t u r e t h a t if I i n t e n d to c o m m u n i c a t e a d i r e c t i v e ,
t h e n I i n t e n d ( i ) to p r o d u c e an a c t i o n or i n t e n t i o n to a c t in
my a u d i e n c e , a n d ( a n a l o g o u s l y to t h e i n f o r m a t i v e c a s e ) a l s o
i n t e n d ( i i ) t h a t t h e fi r s t i n t e n t i o n be r e c o g n i z e d by my
a u d i e n c e , a n d f u r t h e r i n t e n d ( i i i ) t h a t t h e i n t e n d e d e f f e c t
in my a u d i e n c e be p r o d u c e d at l e a s t in p a r t by my a u d i e n c e ' s
r e c o g n i z i n g t h a t I i n t e n d to p r o d u c e i t . O t h e r s o r t s of
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s i t u a t i o n c a n be d e a l t w i t h s i m i l a r l y . We m i g h t
t h u s s u g g e s t t h a t in g e n e r a l "A i n t e n d e d to c o m m u n i c a t e som e -
t h i n g to an a u d i e n c e by h i s p e r f o r m i n g a c t a" is e q u i v a l e n t to
"A i n t e n d e d t h e p e r f o r m a n c e of a to p r o d u c e so m e e f f e c t in h i s
a u d i e n c e by means of t h e r e c o g n i t i o n of t h i s i n t e n t i o n " - a n d
s p e c i f y i n g t h e e f f e c t in q u e s t i o n g i v e s us t h e c o n t e n t of t h e
c o mmu n i c a t i o n .

N e x t a m i n o r p o i n t : In many c a s e s , A ' s p e r f o r m a n c e - h i s
a c t a - w i l l be r o u g h l y c h a r a c t e r i z a b l e as h i s p r o d u c i n g an
o b j e c t : f o r e x a m p l e , A ma y u t t e r a s e n t e n c e , d r a w a d i a g r a m ,
p r o d u c e a s e q u e n c e of n o i s e s by a Mo r s e b u z z e r , p r o d u c e p u f f s
of s moke e t c . In s u c h c a s e s we m i g h t s a y 'A u t t e r s s o m e t h i n g '
( t h i s e x t e n d e d u s e of t h e v e r b ' u t t e r ' to c o v e r p h y s i c a l
a c t i v i t i e s o t h e r t h a n s p e a k i n g is now f a i r l y s t a n d a r d ) . An d
f o r t h e s e c a s e s o u r p u t a t i v e a n a l y s i s ( i n i t s b r i e f f o r m ) w i l l
re a d:_ "A i n t e n d e d to c o m m u n i c a t e s o m e t h i n g to an a u d i e n c e by
u t t e r i n g 5" is e q u i v a l e n t to "A i n t e n d t h e u t t e r a n c e of 5 to
p r o d u c e some e f f e c t in an a u d i e n c e by means of t h e r e c o g n i t i o n
of t h i s i n t e n t i o n " .

So f a r , t h e n , we h a v e t r a c e d t h e o u t l i n e of an a c c o u n t of
c o m m u n i c a t i o n t h a t can be e x t r a c t e d f r o m G r i c e ' s 1 9 5 7 p a p e r .
B u t of c o u r s e , t h a t p a p e r is e n t i t l e d ' M e a n i n g ‘ , n o t ' Co m m u n i -
c a t i o n ' : t h e p r e s u m p t i o n h e r e is t h a t an a c c ount of c o m m u n i -
c a t i o n is an a c c o u n t of m e a n i n g . G r i c e , l i k e L o c k e b e f o r e h i m ,

" s e e s t h e c o m m u n i c a t i v e u s e s of l a n g u a g e as gpg c l u e to an
a n a l y s i s of t h e n o t i o n of l i n g u i s t i c m e a n i n g . T h i s p r e s u m p t i o n
is n o t o b v i o u s l y c o r r e c t : t h e n o t i o n of a s o l i t a r y n o n -
c o m m u n i c a t i n g l a n g u a g e u s e r , wh o s e l a n g u a g e is e s s e n t i a l to h i s
r a t i o n a l i t y , is n o t o b v i o u s l y a b s u r d ( f o r mor e on t h i s , s e e my
' S o l i t a r y S p e a k e r s ' M i n d 1 9 7 5 ) . B u t f o r t h e moment we w o n ‘ t

q u e s t i o n t h i s p r e s u m p t i o n : e v e n if it is a m i s t a k e , t h e a c c o u n t
of c o m m u n i c a t i v e u s e s of l a n g u a g e t h a t we w i l l d e v e l o p in a
G r i c e a n s p i r i t w i l l s e r v e as a c o n s t r a i n t on o u r f u r t h e r
d i s c u s s i o n of m e a n i n g . In o t h e r w o r d s , e ve n if o u r s t o r y a b o u t
c o m m u n i c a t i v e u s e s of l a n g u a g e is n o t t h e w h o l e s t o r y a b o u t
l a n g u a g e , we can s t i l l r e q u i r e o u r f u t u r e d i s c u s s i o n s a b o u t
l a n g u a g e to e n t a i l r o u g h l y G r i c e a n c o n c l u s i o n s a b o u t t h e
p a r t i c u l a r c a s e of c o m m u n i c a t i v e u s e s .

F o r t h e m o m en t , t h e , l e t ° s f a l l in w i t h t h e Locke/Grice
p r e s u m p t i o n , a n d b r i n g t h e n o t i o n of m e a n i n g i n t o t h e p i c t u r e
in G r i c e ' s wa y . I h a v e p u t f o r w a r d f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n a G r i c e -
s t y l e a n a l y s i s f o r ~

( 1 ) A i n t e n d e d to co mmu n ica te s o m e t h i n g to an a u d i e n c e
by u t t e r i n g 5

- _ - - _ _
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B u t s u r e l y (T) is at l e a s t r o u g h l y e q u i v a l e n t to

( I I ) A m e a n t s o m e t h i n g by 5 ( o n a p a r t i c u l a r u t t e r a n c e
o c c a s i o n )

H e r e we h a v e s h i f t e d t h e f o c u s of a t t e n t i o n f r o m t h e a c t of

u t t e r i n g to t h e t o k e n u t t e r e d b u t t h e tw o s t a t e m e n t s a p p e a r
to h a v e ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y ) t h e same i m p o r t . B u t if we a c c e p t t h e
G r i c e - s t y l e a n a l y s i s of ( I ) a n d t h e r o u g h e q u i v a l e n c e of ( I )
w i t h ( I I ) , we t h e n h a v e t h e f o l l o w i n g :

"A m e a n t s o m e t h i n g by 5} is r o u g h l y e q u i v a l e n t to "A
i n t e n d e d t h e u t t e r a n c e of 5 to p r o d u c e some e f f e c t in
an a u d i e n c e by means of t h e r e c o g n i t i o n of t h i s
i n t e n t i o n " ,

a n d we m i g h t a d d t h a t to a s k w h a t A mean t w i l l be to a s k
e s s e n t i a l l y f o r a s p e c i fi c a t i o n of t h e i n t e n d e d e f f e c t . And
t h i s i s , of c o u r s e , p r e c i s e l y G r i c e ' s f o r m u l a t i o n in h i s 1 9 5 7
p a p e r . S p e l l i n g t h i s o u t in f u l l we g e t :

(G) "A mean t s o m e t h i n g by 5 ( o n a p a r t i c u l a r o c c a s i o n of
u t t e r a n c e ) " is ( r o u g h l y ) e q u i v a l e n t t o : " F o r some a u d i e n c e
A u t t e r e d 5 ( o n t h a t p a r t i c u l a r o c c a s i o n ) i n t e n d i n g

/_

( i ) to p r o d u c e in R a p a r t i c u l a r r e s p o n s e g
( i i ) R to r e c o g n i z e t h a t A i n t e n d s ( i )

( i i i ) R to f u l fi l ( i ) - t h a t i s , to p r o d u c e 5 - at l e a s t
p a r t l y f o r t h e r e a s on t h a t he r e c o g n i z e s t h a t A
i n t e n d s ( i ) " .

A s p e c i fi c a t i o n of 5 w i l l d e t e r m i n e what_A m e a nt . F o r e x a m p l e ,
if t h e i n t e n d e d r e s p o n s e 5 is t h e a c q u i s i t i o n of t h e b e l i e f
t h a t Q, t h e n w h a t A mean t by 5 is ( t h a t ) E. L e t ' s s p e l l o u t
an e x a m p l e , t h e n :

(G*) "A mean t ( t h a t ) Q u i n e is a l o g i c i a n by 5 ( o n a p a r t i c u l a r
o c c a s i o n of u t t e r a n c e ) " is ( r o u g h l y ) e q u i v a l e n t t o : " F o r
some a u d i e n c e R, A u t t e r e d 5 ( on t h a t p a r t i c u l a r o c c a s i o n )
i n t e n d i n g

( i ) to p r o d u c e in R t h e b e l i e f t h a t Q u i n e is a l o g i c i a n
/~ ( i i ) R to r e c o g n i z e t h a t A i n t e n d s ( i )

( i i i ) R to come to b e l i e v e t h a t Q u i n e is a l o g i c i a n at l e a s t
p a r t l y f o r t h e r e a s o n t h a t he r e c o g n i z e s t h a t A i n t e n d s
( i ) " .

N o t e t h a t on t h i s a c c o u n t w h a t I may mean on a p a r t i c u l a r
o c c a s i o n by 5 _ m a y be v e r y d i f f e r e n t f r o m w h a t ( i f a n y t h i n g ) 5
i t s e l f m i g h t o r d i n a r i l y be s a i d to mean .

5. S e a r 1 e ' s o b j e c t i o n s

As we saw in t h e p r e v i o u s , p u r e l y e x p o s i t o r y s e c t i o n , G r i c e
o f f e r s us an a n a l y s i s of t h e n o t i o n of s o m e o n e ‘ s m e a n i n g s o m e -
t h i n g by w h at he s a y s or d o e s , an a n a l y s i s w h i c h d o e s n ' t
o b v i o u s l y d r a g in t h e n o t i o n of c o n v e n t i o n a l m e a n i n g . In t h i s
s e c t i o n , we w i l l b e g i n t a k i n g a c l o s e r l o o k at t h e a n a l y s i s :
o b v i o u s l y , if we c a n ‘ t a n a l y s e t h e n o t i o n of s o m e o n e ' s m e a n i n g
s o m e t h i n g by a p a r t i c u l a r u t t e r a n c e w i t h o u t a p p e a l to t h e n o t i o n
of c o n v e n t i o n a l m e a n i n g , t h e n G r i c e ' s p ro g ramme is doomed to
c i r c u l a r i t y . In p a r t i c u l a r , we w i l l b e g i n by e x a m i n i n g o b j e c -
t i o n s to t h e s u f fi c i e n c y of G r i c e ' s a n a l y s i s of o c c a s i o n - m e a n i n g .

j r - e - - ; _ ; _ . _ f _ .
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O n e s u c h o b j e c t i o n is o f f e r e d by S e a r l e in h i s p a p e r “ N h a t
is a S p e e c h A c t ? " ( r e p r i n t e d in S e a r l e e d . P h i l o s o p h y of L a n g u a g e )
a n d e s s e n t i a l l y r e p e a t e d by h i m in h i s b o o k S p e e c h A c t s , settionv
2 . 6 . H e r e , S e a r l e fi r s t l y p r e s e n t s
to ( G) , a n d t h e n g o e s on to s u g g e s t
( G ) . As we w i l l s e e , t h e amen d men t
a g a i n s t t h e l i n e s of G r i c e ' s t h o u g h t ; if we a c c e p t
c r i t i c i s m s . t h e n we h a v e to a b a n d o n

a p u t a t i v e c o u n t e r - e x a m p l e
an a p p r o p r i a t e am en d m en t
he a d v o c a t e s g o e s c l e a n

to

S e a r l e ‘ s
G r i c e ' s p rogramme as a l o s t

c a us e . F o r t u n a t e l y , S e a r l e ‘ s c a s e is l e s s t h a n c o n v i n c i n g .

F i r s t , S e a r l e ‘ s a r g u m e n t d e s i g n e d to r e f u t e G r i c e ‘ s c l a i m
(G) t h a t A mean s s o - a n d - s o by 5 ( on a p a r t i c u l a r o c c a s i o n ) if
a n d o n l y if A h a s a c e r t a i n s e t of i n t e n t i o n s ( i ) , ( i i ) a n d ( i i i ) :
S e a r l e p r o d u c e s a s t o r y w h i c h is d e s i g n e d to e x e m p l i f y a c a s e of
A ‘ s u t t e r i n g 5 w i t h i n t e n t i o n s ( i ) , ( i i ) a n d ( i i i ) ,
m e a n i n g by 5 w h a t he w o u l d h a v e to mean if (G) we re
S u p p o s e t h a t A is an A m e r i c a n s o l d i e r in t h e S e c o n d
who is c a p t u r e d by I t a l i a n t r o o p s . H o p i n g t h a t h i s

b u t n o t
t r u e .
W o r ld Wa r
c a p t o r s

r e c o g n i z e b u t do n o t u n d e r s t a n d G e r m a n w he n t h e y h e a r i t , A
"` u t t e r s t h e o n l y s e n t e n c e of G e r ma n he k n o w s, n a m e l y § " K e n n s t

du d a s l a n d wo d i e Z i t r o n e n b l u h e n " . In t h i s w ay, A i n t e n d s to
g e t h i s c a p t o r s to b e l i e v e t h a t he is a G e r ma n s o l d i e r . And
a c c o r d i n g to S e a r l e , A m ay i n t e n d t h a t t h i s r e s p o n s e to p r o d u c e

- in h i s c a p t o r s by t h e i r b e l i e v i n g t h a t A is t r y i n g to t e l l th em
t h a t he is a G e r ma n s o l d i e r . In t h i s c a s e , S e a r l e m a i n t a i n s , A'
i n t e n d s to p r o d u c e a c e r t a i n e f f e c t in h i s a u d i e n c e ( n a m e l y ,
t h e i r b e l i e v i n g h im to be a Ge r m a n s o l d i e r ) by means of t h e
r e c o g n i t i o n of t h i s i n t e n t i o n . So on G r i c e ' s a c c ount ( w i t h t h e
o b v i o u s r e c i p e f o r d e t e r m i n h u g w h a t someone means g i v e n t h e
r e s p o n s e 5 he is i n t e n d i n g to p r o d u c e ) , w h a t A me a n s by K on
t h i s o c c a s i o n is 'I am a G e rm a n s o l d i e r " . B u t t h i s , S e a r l e
m a i n t a i n s , is p l a i n f a l s e .

B u t is t h i s a g e n u i n e c o u n t e r - e x a m p l e of G r i c e ’ s a n a l y s i s ?
W e l l , f o r S e a r l e ' s s t o r y to wo r k A m u s t ( i ) i n t e n d to p r o d u c e
in h i s c a p t o r s t h e b e l i e f t h a t he is a G e r m a n s o l d i e r , ( i i )
i n t e n d t h a t h i s c a p t o r s r e c o g n i z e h i s i n t e n t i o n ( i ) , a n d ( i i i )

/`

s i t u a t i o n w o u l d A h a v e t h i s s e t of i n t e n t i o n s ? Th e

i n t e n d t h a t t h e b e l i e f in q u est i o n is p r o d u c e d in h i s c a p t o r s
t h r o u g h t h e i r r e c o g n i z i n g h i s i n t e n t i o n ( i ) . B u t in w h a t

mo s t n a t u r a l
t h i n g f o r A to do in h i s s t i c k y s i t u a t i o n is to u t t e r 5 in an
a u t h o r i t a t i v e t o n e of v o i c e a n d h o p e h i s c a p t o r s a r g u e so m e wh a t
as f o l l o w s : " H e ' s j u s t s a i d s o m e t h i n g in G e r m a n , t h o u g h we
h a v o n ' t t h e f o g g i e s t i d e a w h a t . S t i l l , if he s p e a k s G e r m a n ,
t h e n mo s t l i k e l y he is a G e r ma n s o l d i e r , f o r w h a t o t h e r G e r ma n
w o u l d be in t h i s p a r t of t h e w o r l d ? " H o w e v e r , as G r i c e p o i n t s
o u t in h i s 1 9 6 9 p a p e r “ U t t e r e r ' s M e a n i n g s a n d I n t e n t i o n s " ,
P h i l . R e v . , if A i n t e n d s h i s c a p t o r s to a r g u e l i k e t h a t , t h e n A,
w h i l e i n t e n d i n g t h e I t a l i a n s to b e l i e v e h i m to be a G e r ma n
s o l d i e r , w o u l d Q Q ; be i n t e n d i n g th em to b e l i e v e t h i s on t h e
b a s i s of t h e i r r e c o g n i t i o n of h i s i n t e n t i o n . In s h o r t , A w o u l d
n o t h a v e i n t e n t i o n ( i i i ) . S o , t a k e n in t h e mo s t n a t u r a l w a y ,
S e a r l e ' s s t o r y is Q Q ; of s omeone w i t h i n t e n t i o n s ( i ) , ( i i ) QQQ
( i i i ) : i n d e e d , on t h e n a t u r a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , S e a r l e ' s t a l e
is a s t r a i g h d b r w a r d t a l e a b o u t e v i d e n c e - f a k i n g (A t r i e s to g e t
h i s c a p t o r s to t h i n k he is G e r m a n by p u t t i n g on a sh o w of b e i n g
G e r m a n ) . -_

`
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S o , if S e a r l e ' s s t o r y is to be b u i l t up i n t o a d e c e n t
c o u n t e r - e x a m p l e to ( G) , t h e n we m us t a v o i d t h e mo s t n a t u r a l
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , a n d fi l l in t h e d e t a i l s in s u c h a way t h a t A
d o e s h av e i n t e n t i o n ( i i i ) . And t h i s i s n ' t e a s y . F o r a s t a r t ,
w hy s h o u l d A e x p e c t h i s c a p t o r s to t h i n k t h a t in u t t e r i n g 5
he is t r y i n g to p r o d u c e in t h e m t h e p a r t i c u l a r b e l i e f t h a t he
is a G e rm a n s o l d i e r ? He c o u l d e q u a l l y w e l l be s a y i n g ' T a k e
me to y o u r c o m m a n d i n g o f fi c e r ' , ' D o n ‘ t a n y of y o u p e a s a n t s
s p e a k G e r m a n ? ‘ e t c . , e t c . S e a r l e h a s a f o o t n o t e on p. 44 of
S p e e c h A c t s w h i c h i s , I t h i n k , d e s i g n e d to r e b u t t h i s c r i t i c i s m ;
he s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e s t o r y m a y be a m p l i fi e d by a d d i n g t h a t A
k n o ws or b e l i e v e s t h a t h i s c a p t o r s know t h a t t h e r e a r e G e r ma n
s o l d i e r s in t h e a r e a w e a r i n g A m e r i c a n u n i f o r m s , a n d t h a t h i s
c a p t o r s h a v e b e e n i n s t r u c t e d to be on t h e l o o k - o u t f o r t h e s e
G e r m a n s a n d to r e l e a s e th e m as s o o n as t h e y i d e n t i f y t h e m s e l v e s
e t c . In t h i s c a s e , A c a n p e r h a p s r e a s o n a b l y e x p e c t h i s c a p t o r s
to h a v e § as m e a n i n g t h a t he is a G e r ma n s o l d i e r . B u t t h i s is
o n l y so b e c a u s e he b e l i e v e s t h a t h i s c a p t o r s a l r e a d y e x p e c t a n y
G e rm a n s e n t e n c e s p o k e n by a n e w l y c a p t u r e d s o l d i e r in A m e r i c a n
u n i f o r m to mean s o m e t h i n g l i k e 'I am a G e r ma n s o l d i e r ' . So in
t h i s c a s e A i n t e n d s to p r o d u c e in h i s a u d i e n c e t h e b e l i e f t h a t
he is a G e r ma n by t h e i r r e c o g n i z i n g t h a t 5 is a G e rm a n s e n t e n c e .
We s t i l l h a v e n ' t g o t i n t e n t i o n ( i i i ) i n t o t h e p i c t u r e : i n d e e d ,
we h a v e n ' t m o v ed a p p r e c i a b l y f rom t h e s t r a i g h t e v i d e n c e - f a k i n g
c a s e . And i t s n o t e a s y to s e e how we g a p g e t i n t e n t i o n ( i i i )
i n t o t h e p i c t u r e . F o r in g e n e r a l , o n e c a n ' t i n t e n d t h a t some
r e s u l t be a c h i e v e d by means M, if o n e b e l i e v e s t h a t t h e r e is
no l i k e l i h o o d t h a t it w i l l be a c h i e v e d . S o , ig A is to i n t e n d
( i i i ) t h a t t h e b e l i e f t h a t he is a Ger m an s o l d i e r be p r o d u c e d
t h r o u g h h i s c a p t o r s r e c o g n i z i n g t h a t t h i s is w h a t he i n t e n d s
t h e m to b e l i e v e , g h e g A m us t t h i n k t h a t t h e r e is a l i k e l i h o o d
t h a t h i s c a p t o r s r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t he is t r y i n g to g e t th e m to
b e l i e v e t h a t he is a G e r m a n s o l d i e r w i l l i n c l i n e t h e m to
b e l i e v e t h a t he is a Ger m an s o l d i e r . A nd in t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,
t h i s i s n ' t v e r y r e a s o n a b l e . Why s h o u l d A t h i n k t h a t if it
o c c u r s to h i s c a p t o r s t h a t he is t r y i n g to g e t t h e m to t h i n k
t h a t he is G e r m a n , t h e n t h i s w i l l d e c r e a s e a n y i n c l i n a t i o n t h e y
h a v e to t h i n k t h a t a d e c e p t i o n is b e i n g p r a c t i s e d u p o n t h e m ?

L e t ' s s u p p o s e , h o w e v e r , t h a t S e a r l e c a n g e t o v e r t h i s
p r o b l e m , a n d d e s c r i b e a c a s e w h e r e A d o e s h a v e i n t e n t i o n s ( i ) ,
( i i ) a n d ( i i i ) . Now it b e c o m e s d o u b t f u l w h e t h e r , a f t e r a l l ,

S e a r l e is r i g h t to s a y t h a t A d i d n o t mean 'I am a G e r ma n s o l d i e r ,
G r i c e h a s a g o o d e x a m p l e :

The p r o p r i e t o r of a s h o p f u l l of n i c kkna c ks f o r t o u r i s t s is s t a n d i n g
in h i s d o o rw ay in P o r t S a i d , s e e s a B r i t i s h v i s i t o r , a nd in d u l c e t
to n es a nd w i th an a l l u r i n g s m i l e s a y s to him t h e Ar ab ic f o r 'You p i g
of an E n g l i s h m a n ' . I s h o u l d be q u i t e i n c l i n e d to s a g t h a t he had
me a nt t h a t t h e v i s i t o r was to come i n , or s o m et h i n g of t h e s o r t . I

wo u l d n o t of cours e be t h e l e a s t i n c l i n e d to s a y t h a t he h a d meant
by t h e w o r d s which he u t t e r e d t h a t t h e v i s i t o r was to come in - a nd
to p o i n t out t h e G erman l ine means n o t 'I am a Germ an s o l d i e r ' b u t
'Knowest t hou t h e l a n d . . . ' is n o t r e l e v a n t . If t h e Americans
c o u l d be s a i d to h a v e me a nt t h a t he was a G er man s o l d i e r , he w o u l d
ha ve meant t h a t bg s a y i n g t h e l i n e , or by s a y i n g t h e l i n e in a

p a r t i c u l a r w ay j u s t as t h e P o r t S a i d s h o p - m e r c h a n t wo u l d mean t h a t
t h e v i s i t o r was to come in by s a y i n g w h a t he s a i d , or by s p e a k i n g
to t h e v i s i t o r in t h e way he d i d .

a n - M -------
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T h i s seems b a s i c a l l y r i g h t , t h o u g h t h e p o i n t s m ad e h e r e n e e d
a b i t of s o r t i n g o u t .

(1 ) G r i c e is s u r e l y c o r r e c t a b o u t h i s " A r a b m e r c h a n t “
e x a m p l e - t h e m e r c h a n t i n t e n d s by h i s p e r f o r m a n c e to g e t t h e
t o u r i s t i n t o h i s s h o p , a n d he i n t e n d s t h i s to come a b o u t t h r o u g h
t h e t o u r i s t r e c o g n i z i n g t h i s i n t e n t i o n ( a n d so t h e m e r c h a n t
s a t i s fi e s t h e t h r e e c o n d i t i o n s of (G) ) - b u t e q u a l l y , he can
be s a i d to h a v e m e a n t ( t o c o m m u n i c a t e ) by h i s p e r f o r m a n c e t h a t
t h e v i s i t o r was to come i n t o h i s s h o p . Th e i n c i d e n t a l f a c t
t h a t t h e m e r c h a n t amuses h i m s e l f by u s i n g in h i s p e r f o r m a n c e
t h e A r a b i c f o r ‘ Y o u p i g of an E n g l i s h m a n ' d o e s n ' t r a d i c a l l y
d i s t i n g u i s h h i m f r o m h i s n e i g h b o u r w ho m e r e l y g e s t u r e s h i s
i n v i t a t i o n s to t h e t o u r i s t s . S o , to r e t u r n to t h e " A m er ican
s o l d i e r " e x a m p l e , S e a r l e ' s c o n c l u s i o n t h a t it is " p l a i n l y f a l s g f
t h a t A means he is a G e r ma n s o l d i e r ( e v e n wh en he s a t i s fi e s t h e
t h r e e c o n d i t i o n s of (G) ) is u n o b v i o u s a n d u n c o n v i n c i n g . And
t h e r e a s o n S e a r l e g i v e s f o r h i s c o n c l u s i o n c e r t a i n l y w o n ' t d o .
He s a y s :

I fi n d m y s e l f d i s i n c l i n e d to s a y t h a t when A u t t e r s t h e German
s e n t e n c e what he means is 'I am a G e r m a n s o l d i e r ’ ... b e c a u s e w h a t
t h e wo rd s mean a n d what A re me mbe rs t h a t t h e y mean is ’Knowest
t hou t h e l a n d w h ere t h e lemon t r e e s bloom ?’ ,

Now as it s t a n d s , t h i s r e m a r k i m p l i e s t h a t A c a nnot mean by
u t t e r i n g § s o m e t h i n g o t h e r t h a n w h a t t h e s e n t e n c e mean s in t h e
n a t u r a l l a n g u a g e of w h ich it is a p a r t . And t h a t is s u r e l y
w r o n g . H e r c ' s G r i c e :

I h a v e b e e n l i s t e n i n g to a F re nc h l e s s o n b e i n g g i v e n to t h e s m a l l
d a u g h t e r of a f r i e n d . I n o t i c e d t h a t s h e t h i n k s t h a t a c e r t a i n
s e n t e nc e in F re nc h means " H e l p y o u r s e l f to a p i e c e of c a ke " ,
t h o u g h in f a c t it means s o m et h i n g q u i t e d i f f e r e n t . when t h e r e is
some c a k e in t h e v i c i n i t y , I a d d r e s s to h e r t h i s F re nc h se nt e nc e a n d
as I i n t e n d e d , s h e h e l p s h e r s e l f . I i n t e n d e d h e r to th in k ( a n d
to th in k t h a t I i n t e n d e d h e r to t h i n k ) t h a t t h e se nt e nc e u t t e r e d

by me me a nt ' H e l p y o u r s e l f to some c a k e ' ; a n d I w o u l d s a y t h a t
t h e f a c t t h a t t h e se nt e nc e me a nt , a n d was known to me to mean some-

. t h i n g q u i t e d i f f e r e n t is no o b s t a c l e to my_having meant s o m e t h i n g

by my ut t e r a nc e ( n a m e l y , t h a t s h e was to h a v e some c a k e ) .

G e n e r a l i z i n g t h i s p o i n t a g a i n s t S e a r l e , c o n s i d e r

( a ) A u t t e r s § m e a n i n g t h e r e b y t h a t p
( b ) § s t a n d a r d l y means t h a t p
( c ) A t h i n k s t h a t g s t a n d a r d l y means t h a t p

`

w h e r e § _ i s a s e n t e n c e in some n a t u r a l l a n g u a g e . o b v i o u s ,
( a ) d o e s n ' t i m p l y ( b ) , f o r A ma y be m i s t a k e n a b o u t X ' s m e a n i n g -
b u t S e a r l e ’ s a r g u m e n t ( v i z . t h a t s i n c e A d o e s n ‘ t t h i n k t h a t g
mean s 'I am a G e r m a n s o l d i e r ' , he c a n ' t u t t e r § m e a n i n g t h e r e b y
t h a t he is a G e rm a n s o l d i e r ) s u g g e s t s t h a t ( a ) i m p l i e s ( C ) .
T h i s s u g g e s t i o n is r e f u t e d by G r i c e ‘ s e x a m p l e , w h e r e o n l y t h i s
is t r u e ;

( d ) A t h i n k s t h a t h i s a u d i e n c e t h i n k s t h a t § s t a n d a r d l y ‘
means t h a t p. K

B u t w h i l e ( d) is t r u e in G r i c e ‘ s e x a m p l e , it i s n ‘ t a n e c e s s a r y
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condit ion f o r t h e t r u t h of ( a ) . F o r ( a ) c a n be t r u e e ve n when
( b ) , ( c ) a n d ( d ) a r e f a l s e , j u s t so l o n g as

( e ) A t h i n k s t h a t h i s a u d i e n c e t h i n k s t h a t A t h i n k s §
s t a n d a r d l y mean s t h a t p.

(2 ) To r e t u r n to G r i c e ' s " A r ab m e r c h a n t " c a s e ; G r i c e u r g e s
t h a t we s h o u l d s a y of t h e A r a b t h a t by u t t e r i n g h i s s e n t e n c e ,
he me a n t t h a t t h e t o u r i s t was to e n t e r h i s s h o p . B u t G r i c e
a l s o c l a i m s t h a t we s h o u l d Q 9 ; s a y of t h e A r a b t h a t he me a n t
t h a t " b y t h e w o r d s w h ich he u t t e r e d " . T h i s s u g g e s t s t h a t we
n e e d to d r a w a fi n e r - g r a i n e d p i c t u r e of t h e r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n

( I a ) A mean t s o m e t h i n g by u t t e r i n g 5 ( o n a p a r t i c u l a r
o c c a s i o n )

a n d

( I I ) A meant s o m e t h i n g by 5 ( o n a p a r t i c u l a r u t t e r a n c e
o c c a s i o n ) »

t h a n t h e c o a r s e e q u i v a l e n c e we c o n t e n t e d o u r s e l v e s w i t h b a c k on
p. 1 5 . S c h e m a t i c a l l y it s eems t h a t in t h e " A r a b m e r c h a n t " c a s e
we a r e r e l u c t a n t to p i n w h a t he mean s by h i s p e r f o r m a n c e o n t o
t h e t o k e n u t t e r e d b e c a u s e t h e m e r c h a n t d o e s Q Q ; i n t e n d t h e
t o u r i s t to r e c o g n i z e h i s i n t e n t i o n s f r o m a n y f e a t u r e s of t h e
t o k e n u t t e r e d ( a n y o t h e r A r a b i c s e n t e n c e w o u l d h a v e s e r v e d as
w e l l ) . On t h e o t h e r h a n d , in t h e ' c a k e ' e x a m p l e , t h e s p e a k e r
d o e s i n t e n d t h e g i r l to r e c o g n i z e h i s i n t e n t i o n t h a t s h e s h o u l d
t a k e some c a k e by n o t i c i n g c e r t a i n f e a t u r e s of t h e t o k e n u t t e r e d
( n a m e l y , t h o s e f e a t u r e s t h a t make it a t o k e n of t h e t y p e t h a t

g h g t h i n k s mean s ' H e l p y o u r s e l f to some c a k e ' ) . S o , in t h i s
s e c o n d c a s e , it is n a t u r a l to p i n t h e s p e a k e r ' s m e a n i n g to t h e
t o k e n he u t t e r s , a n d s a y t h a t on t h i s o c c a s i o n of u t t e r a n c e , he
means by t h e s e n t e n c e ' H e l p y o u r s e l f e t c . ' . To c l a r i f y t h e
r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n ( I a ) a n d ( I I ) , t h e r e f o r e , we n e e d to c o n s i d e r
t h e r o l e t h a t t h e r e c o g n i t i o n of f e a t u r e s of t h e t o k e n u t t e r e d

p l a y s in a g i v e n co mmu n ica t io n s i t u a t i o n . G r i c e m ak es a f e w
r e l e v a n t comments in h i s 1 9 6 9 p a p e r , to w h i c h I r e f e r a n y o n e
i n t e r e s t e d . B u t t h i s is a p o i n t of fi n e d e t a i l , n o t of
f u n d a m e n t a l s .

To sum up on S e a r l e so f a r : On t h e n a t u r a l r e a d i n g , h i s
' A m e r i c a n s o l d i e r ' e x a m p l e i s n ‘ t a c o u n t e r - e x a m p l e to G r i c e ,

f o r it d o e s n ' t s a t i s f y t h e t h i r d c o n d i t i o n of ( G ) . If we b u i l d
up t h e s t o r y so t h a t it d o e s fi t t h e r i g h t - h a n d s i d e of t h e
e q u i v a l e n c e ( G ) , we s t i l l d o n ‘ t g e t a c o u n t e r - e x a m p l e - f o r now
t h e s t o r y fi t s t h e l e f t - h a n d s i d e of (G) as w e l l l Th e m os t we
c a n s q u e e z e o u t of S e a r l e ‘ s e x a m p l e is a g r o u n d f o r d e n y i n g
t h e c r u d e e q u i v a l e n c e of ( I a ) a n d ( I I ) , a n d f o r r e p l a c i n g it
by a mo r e c o m p l e x r e l a t i o n : t h i s is i l l u s t r a t e d l e s s c o n f u s i n g l y
by G r i c e ' s p a r a l l e l ' A r a b m e r c h a n t ' e x a m p l e .

S o , S e a r l e ‘ s e x a m p l e d o e s n o t a mount to m u c h ; y e t on t h e
b a s i s of i t , at l e a s t in p a r t , S e a r l e p r o p o s e s an a n a l y s i s of
'A m e a n t s o m e t h i n g by x' w h i c h d e p a r t s f r o m G r i c e ' s a n a l y s i s
(G) in two wa y s ( c f . S p e e c h A c t s p p . 4 9 - 5 0 , or " Wh a t is a S p e e c h

A c t " , p. 46 in t h e r e p r i n t ) . F i r s t l y , S e a r l e m a i n t a i n s t h a t
t h e e f f e c t t h a t o n e i n t e n d s to p r o d u c e in o n e ' s a u d i e n c e w h e n
o n e s a y s s o m e t h i n g a n d means it is a l w a y s u n d e r s t a n d i n g _ i . e .

r e c o g n i t i o n of w h a t s p e e c h a c t is b e i n g p e r f o r m e d by t h e s p e a k e r .
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And s e c o n d l y , S e a r l e h o l d s t h a t t h e s p e a k e r wh o u t t e r s § a n d
means it i n t e n d s t h a t h i s i n t e n t i o n to p r o d u c e t h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g
in h i s a u d i e n c e be r e c o g n i z e d in v i r t u e of t h e a u d i e n c e ' s
k n o w l e d g e of t h e s e m a n t i c r u l e s g o v e r n i n g §

Now, S e a r l e ' s s e c o n d amen d men t i n v o l v e s a d r a s t i c d e p a r t u r e
f r o m G r i c e ' s a c c o u n t , w h i c h wo u l d n o t be w a r r a n t e d by t h e
' A m e r i c a n s o l d i e r ' a r g u m e n t e v e n if t h e l a t t e r we re s o u n d . F o r
t h e w h o l e p o i n t of G r i c e ' s o r i g i n a l a n a l y s i s w a s to g i v e an
a c c o u n t of 'A m c a n t s o m e t h i n g by 5' w h i c h d i d n o t i n v o l v e p r i o r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e n o t i o n s of c o n v e n t i o n a l m e a n i n g , s e m a n t i c
r u l e s or t h e l i k e . As G r i c e s a y s , "I w o u l d l i k e , if I c a n , to
t r e a t m e a n i n g s o m e t h i n g by t h e u t t e r a n c e of a s e n t e nc e as b e i n g
o n l y a s p e c i a l c a s e of m e a n i n g s o m e t h i n g by an u t t e r a n c e ( i n my
e x t e n d e d s e n s e of u t t e r a n c e ) , a n d to t r e a t a c o n v e n t i o n a l
c o r r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n a s e n t e n c e a n d a s p e c i fi c r e s p o n s e as
p r o v i d i n g o n l y o n e of t h e w a y s in w h i c h an u t t e r a n c e m a y be
c o r r e l a t e d w i t h a r e s p o n s e " . On S e a r l e ‘ s a n a l y s i s , h o w e v e r ,
t h e n o t i o n of c o n v e n t i o n a l m e a n i n g is p r e s u p p o s e d by h i s a n a l y s i s
of 'A mean t s o m e t h i n g by 5’ - i n d e e d , on h i s a n a l y s i s one
a p p a r e n t l y c a n n o t mean s o m e t h i n g e x c e p t by a t o k e n g o v e r n e d by
s e m a n t i c r u l e s , w h i c h is s u r e l y f a l s e . If we a c c e p t S e a r l e ' s
e m e n d a t i o n of ( G ) , t h e n o b v i o u s l y G r i c e ' s programme is d o o m ed
to c i r c u l a r i t y .

W e l l , w h a t r e a s on d o e s S e a r l e o f f e r us in s u p p o r t of h i s
r e v i s i o n s of ( C) , a p a r t f r o m t h e d i s c r e d i t e d " A m er ican s o l d i e r "
e x a m p l e ? In t h e c a s e of h i s s e c o n d , m o r e i m p o r t a n t r e v i s i o n ,
t h e answer seems to b e : No n e ( o r at l e a s t , no g o o d r e a s o n s ) .
S e a r l e s p e a k s of t h e n e e d to " r e f o r m u l a t e t h e G r i c e a n a c c o u n t
o f _ mean in g in s u c h a w a y as to make it c l e a r t h a t o n e ' s m e a n i n g
s o m e t h i n g wh en one s a y s s o m e t h i n g is more t h a n j u s t c o n t i n g e n t l y
r e l a t e d to w h a t t h e s e n t e n c e means in t h e l a n g u a g e one is
s p e a k i n g ? T h i s s u g g e s t s t h a t we c a n ‘ t " m ak e it c l e a r t h a t . . . "

w i t h g g t r e f o r m u l a t i n g t h e G r i c e a n a c c oun t in some s u c h way as
S e a r l e ' s . And t h i s s u g g e s t i o n is f a l s e - as we saw a b o v e wh e n
d e a l i n g w i t h Q u i n t o n ' s o b j e c t i o n . To r e p e a t : A c a n o n l y h a v e
t h e i n t e n t i o n n e e d e d to s a t i s f y (G) if he a v a i l s h i m s e l f of
means he c a n r e a s o n a b l y r e l y on to e f f e c t h i s i n t e n t i o n s , a n d
t h i s w i l l of c o u r s e s t a n d a r d l y i n v o l v e a v a i l i n g h i m s e l f of t h e
r e s o u r c e s of a n a t u r a l l a n g u a g e w h i c h he s h a r e s w i t h h i s
a u d i e n c e .

w h a t a b o u t t h e fi r s t of S e a r l e ' s r e v i s i o n s of (G) a c c o r d i n g
to w h i c h t h e e f f e c t t h a t o n e i n t e n d s to p r o d u c e in o n e ‘ s
a u d i e n c e in c o m m u n i c a t i o n s i t u a t i o n s is s t a n d a r d l y u n d e r s t a n d i n g ?

;

W e l l , l e t ‘ s j u s t p a u s e to g e t o u r b e a r i n g s : at t h e mo men t we
a r e b a s i c a l l y i n t e r e s t e d in o b j e c t i o n s to t h e s u f fi c i e n c y of
G r i c e ' s a n a l y s i s , o b j e c t i o n s of t h e k i n d " C o n d i t i o n s ( i ) to
( i i i ) a r e s a t i s fi e d in t h i s c a s e ; b u t t h i s i s n ‘ t a c a s e w h e r e

A means s o m e t h i n g " . To s a y t h a t we s t a n d a r d l y w an t n o t to
p r o d u c e b e l i e f or i n t e n t i o n to a c t b u t m e r e l y u n d e r s t a n d i n g is
an o b j e c t i o n to t h e n e c e s s i t y of G r i c e ' s a n a l y s i s , an o b j e c t i o n
of t h e k i n d ‘ t h e r e a r e l o t s of c e n t r a l c a se s of m e a n i n g , w h e r e
c o n d i t i o n s ( i ) to ( i i i ) a r e n o t s a t i s fi e d ‘ . S t i l l , s i n c e we a r e
a l r e a d y d i s c u s s i n g S e a r l e , l e t ‘ s d i g r e s s , a n d d i s c u s s h i s c l a i m
t h a t G r i c e ' s c o n d i t i o n s a r e n o t n e c e s s a r y c o n d i t i o n s of m e a n i n g ,

, _ _ at _ v
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t h a t a l l t h a t is r e q u i r e d f o r m e a n i n g is t h e i n t e n t i o n to
p r o d u c e u n d e r s t a n d i n g . Of c o u r s e , h i s c l a i m r e s t s on an o b v i o u s
t r u i s m : p a t e n t l y , o n e i n t e n d s w h a t o n e s a y s to be u n d e r s t o o d .
H o w e v e r , a c c o r d i n g to ( G ) , if o n e s a y s s o m e t h i n g a n d means i t ,
t h e n one n o t o n l y i n t e n d s to be u n d e r s t o o d b u t a l s o ( i ) i n t e n d s
tO p r o d u c e in o n e ‘ s a u d i e n c e so m e r e s p o n s e s u c h as a b e l i e f ,
a n d ( i i ) a n d ( i i i ) , i n t e n d s t h i s r e s p o n s e to be p r o d u c e d by t h e
a u d i e n c e ' s r e c o g n i t i o n of i n t e n t i o n ( i ) . And it is t h e l a t t e r
w h i c h S e a r l e is c o n c e r n e d to d e n y ; he p u t s f o r w a r d an a r g u m e n t
f o r t h e c a s e wh en t h e i n t e n d e d r e s p o n s e is a b e l i e f , d e s i g n e d
to
in
in
He

s h o w t h a t o n e d o e s Q Q ; in g e n e r a l s u p p o s e t h a t t h e k n o w l e d g e
o n e ' s a u d i e n c e t h a t o n e i n t e n d s to p r o d u c e a c e r t a i n b e l i e f '
t h e m w i l l be o n e of t h e i r re a so n s f o r a d o p t i n g t h i s b e l i e f .
c i t e s t h e c a s e of b o o k s on p h i l o s o p h y , a n d s a y s t h a t an a u t h o r

w o u l d be a b s u r d l y e g o c e n t r i c if he s u p p o s e d t h a t h i s r e a d e r s
wo u ld b e l i e v e w h a t he s a i d m e r e l y b e c a u s e t h e y r e c o g n i z e d t h a t
he i n t e n d e d t h e m t o . B u t as it s t a n d s , t h i s B m e r e l y an i g n o r a t i o
e l e n c h i . G r i c e h a s n ' t c l a i m e d t h a t
c o m m u n i c a t i o n i n t e n t i o n n e e d be t h e
is i n t e n d e d to h a v e f o r m a n i f e s t i n g
c l a i m is o n l y t h a t s u c h r e c o g n i t i o n
a u d i e n c e ‘ s r e a s o n f o r p r o d u c i n g t h e
wo u l d be q u i t e c o n s i s t e n t f o r G r i c e

r e c o g n i t i o n of o n e ' s
s o l e r e a s o n t h a t t h e a u d i e n c e
t h e r e q u i r e d r e s p o n s e . Th e
be at l e a s t p a r t of t h e
i n t e n d e d r e s p o n s e . So it
to a g r e e w i t h S e a r l e t h a t

t h e a u t h o r of a p h i l o s o p h y b o o k d o e s n o t s u p p o s e t h a t h i s readers
w i l l b e l i e v e w h a t he s a y s m e r e l y b e c a u s e t h e y r e c o g n i z e t h a t he
i n t e n d s t h e m t o . T h e r e in f a c t t u r n s o u t to be an i m p o r t a n t
p o i n t l u r k i n g h e r e a b o u t s , w h ich we w i l l h a v e to r e - e x a m i n e l a t e r :
b u t S e a r l e ' s d i s c u s s i o n b a d l y f u m b l e s i t .

It is w o r t h e m p h a s i z i n g ( t o q u o t e J a n e H e a l in an u n p u b l i s h e d
p a p e r ) t h a t in a n y c a s e ,

Books on p h i l o s o p h y a r e q u i t e e x c e p t i o n a l in t h a t t h e y p u r p o r t
to p r e s e n t
t h e a u t h o r

a p r i o r i t r u t h s as t h e c o n c l u s i o n s of a rg u m e n t s a n d
wo u l d n o t h a v e a c h i e v e d h i s pur pose if h i s r e a d e r s

d i d n o t a c c e p t w ha t he s a i d ' f o r i t s own s a k e ' . The c a se of
me moi rs or

, - _

h i s t o r y is v e r y d i f f e r e n t ; h e r e it is d i f fi c u l t to
s e e what r e a so n one c o u l d h a v e f o r b e l i e v i n g w h a t was s a i d ( i n
t h e a b s e n c e of o t h e r a n d i n d e p e n d e n t g r o u n d s e x c e p t o n e ‘ s
r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t t h e a u t h o r in ten d ed t h a t one s h o u l d b e l i e v e
it - i . e . was n o t p r e s e n t i n g t h e n a r r a t i v e as fi c t i o n " .

S e a r l e w o u l d p r o b a b l y a n s w e r t h a t o n e b e l i e v e d w h a t t h e a u t h o r
s a i d b e c a u s e o n e r e c o g n i z e d t h a t t h e a u t h o r h a d s t a t e d i t , a n d
" g i v e n an u n d e r t a k i n g to t h e e f f e c t t h a t it r e p r e s e n t e d an a c t u a l
s t a t e of a f f a i r s " ( c f . S p e e c h A c t s p . 6 6 ) . B u t now S e a r l e owes
us an a c c o u n t of " g i v i n g an u n d e r t a k i n g . . . " : w h a t is " g i v i n g
an u n d e r t a k i n g . . . " e x c e p t p u t t i n g o n e s e l f in a p o s i t i o n w h e r e
one c a n be r e p r o a c h e d if w h a t one s a y s t u r n s o u t to be f a l s e ?
B u t o n e c a n ' t p u t o n e s e l f i n t o s u c h a p o s i t i o n m e r e l y be s a y i n g
t h a t one d o e s - J a n e H e a l a g a i n : _

To s a y I g i v e an u n d e r t a k i n g t h a t p is t r u e ' in c i rc u m s t a n c e s
w he re no~one is i n t e r e s t e d in t h e t r u t h of p is n o t to l a y o n e -
s e l f ope n to bla me if it t u r n s o u t f a l s e , anymor e t h a n p r o m i s i n g
to do w ha t
t i o n to do

r e g a r d t h e
as in f a c t
m a k i n g ( o r

| » - -
- i f

o n e ’ s au d ien ce d o e s n o t want c r e a t e s f o r one an o b l i g a -
w h a t o n e h a s s a i d . It seems t h e r e f o r e t h a t we s h o u l d

b l am e we o f t e n r e c e i v e if we s a y t h i n g s t h a t a r e u n t r u e
s u p e r v e n i e n t upon a n o t h e r a c t i o n we h a v e d o n e , n a m e l y
t r y i n g to m a k e ) someone b e l i e v e s o m e t h i n g t h a t is u n tru e.
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If t h i s is r i g h t , t h e n t h e n o t i o n of ' s t a t i n g ' t h a t S e a r l e a p p e a l s
to is i t s e l f to be e l u c i d a t e d t h r o u g h t h e c o n c e p t of a G r i c e a n
c o m m u n i c a t i o n i n t e n t i o n to p r o d u c e a b e l i e f in t h e h e a r e r .

In t h i s s e c t i o n , t h e n , I h a v e a r g u e d t h a t S e a r 1 e ‘ s r a d i c a l
o b j e c t i o n s to G r i c e do n o t w o r k ; t h o u g h as I h i n t e d b e f o r e we
w i l l s e e t h a t a S e a r l e a n o b j e c t i o n c a n be r e c o n s t r u c t e d w h i c h
r e v e a l s an i m p o r t a n t d e f e c t in G r i c e ' s wo r k . B u t as it s t a n d s ,
S e a r l e ' s d i s c u s s i o n is a r a g - b a g of m o r e or l e s s i n t e r e s t i n g
f a i l u r e s . We w i l l t u r n n e x t to e x a m i n e some o b j e c t i o n s to G r i c e ' s
a n a l y s i s (G) w h i c h r e a l l y do w o r k . T h e y d e s e r v e a u n i t to t h e m »
s e l v e s .
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O c t o b e r 1 9 8 0 .
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